STATE 


OF  THE 


BRITISH  SUGAR  -  COLONY 

A  D  E » 


SHEWING, 

Tint  an  Additional  Duty  of  Twelve  Shillings  fer  112  Pounds 
Weight  maybe  laid  upon  BROWN  or  MUSCOVADO 
SUGAR  (and  proportionably  higher  Duties  upon  refined 

before  imported)  without  making  Sugar  dearer  in  this  Kingdom 
than  it  hath  been  of  late  Years,  and  without  Diftrefling  the  Enajh 
Sugar- Planters ;  for  their  Profits  will  then  be  Twice  as  much 
Money  fer  Acre  of  Land,  as  the  Landholders  of  England  receive 

for  their  Eftates. 

AH  which  Matters  are  plainly  made  appear,  and  the  vaft  Loffes 
which  this  Kingdom  hath  fuffered  by  the  Sugar-Colony  Trade, 
within  Thirty  Years  laft  paft,  are  particularly  pointed  out. 


Moll  humbly  fubmitted  to  the  Conf.deration  of  Th  e  Hon  our  ail  a 

House  of  Commons. 

By  y.  Majjie.  ^ 


LONDON: 

Printed  for  T.  Pay  Nr,  in  Caflle-Street,  Charing-Crofo; 

TW.  Shropshire,  in  New  Bond-iireet, 
Sold  by  <  W.  Owen,  at  Temple-Bar  ; 

^  \c.  Henderson,  at  the  Royal -Exchange. 

MDCCUX. 

(  Pr'ice  One  Shilling.  ) 


i  Hi 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

As  this  State  of  the  Britifh  Sugar-Colony  Trade  requires  more 

J“C  p  comPlete>.  ^an  I  expected  it  would  take,  and  the 
i™-*111  the  Remainder  is  in  Tome  Meafure  fupplied  by  the  Calcu 
lations  and  Obfervations  contained  in  a  fupplementaf  Half  Sheet 
hereunto  annexed,  and  printed  for  that  Purple  about  a  FormiX 
th  V  n?ceffary  to  have  this  Part  of  the  faid  State  publifhed 

tsissss.  ",mi" 

6th  Feb,  1759,  ^ *, 
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A  STATE  of  the  Exports  to  and 
Imports  from  the  British  Sugar- 

o 

Colonies. 


the  annual  exports. 

f  I  A  H  E  Value  of  the  Britijh  and  Foreign  Commodities  £ 
and  Manufactures  exported  from  Great  Britain  to  the 
Britijh  Sugar-Colonies,  upon  a  Medium  of  Four  Years 
from  Chrijimas  1728  to  Chrijtmas  1732,  was  per  Annum,  as  fol¬ 
io  wet  h - to  Jamaica  £147,675  :  2  :  3d- - to  Barbadoes 


£85,780  :  15  :  7 - to  the  Leeward  IJlands  £69,410  :  15  :  g~ 

- in  all  £302,866  :  13  :  8 . 300,000 

as  appears  by  a  Reprefentation  from  the  Commiffioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations,  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
bearing  date  14th  January  1 73^- 

The  Value  of  the  Commodities  and  Manufactures  exported 
from  Ireland  to  America ,  including  all  the  Britijh  Colonies  there, 
upon  a  Medium  of  Eight  Years  from  1719  to  1726,  was  per 
Annum  £87,857  :  19  :  8%~IriJh  Money,  which  amounts  in  Eng- 

lijh  Money  to  about . 

as  appears  by  an  Account  formed  from  the'  Cuftom-Houfe  Books 
of  Ireland  by  Arthur  Dobbs,  Efq-,  and  inferted  in  his  Effay  on  the 
Trade  of  that  Kingdom,  Part  ijl ,  Page  59. 

The  annual  fupply  of  Negroes  from  Africa ,  for  the  Cultivation 
of  Sugar  in  the  Britijh  Colonies,  is  computed,  by  the  lat ejohn 
AJhley,  Efq*,  to  be  Six  Thoufand  at  £25  fterling  Head  ;  and 
as  the  faid  Mr.  AJlsley  hath  aflerted  in  the  Supplement  to  his 
Memoirs,  Page  10,  &c.  that  the  Duties  on  Sugar  and  on  the  Su¬ 
gar-Planters,  amount  to  Ten  Shillings  in  the  Pound  on  the  Nett 
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Profits  of  their  Negroes,  Utenjils ,  and  Land,  although,  in  my  £ 
Opinion,  they  do  not  really  pay  any  Duties  at  all  ;  it  may 
well  be  imagined  that  this  and  feveral  of  the  following  Articles, 
which  are  taken  from  Mr.  AJhley's  Computations,  do  much  fa¬ 
vour  the  Planters. — To  this  Article  I  fhall  add  for  1000  Negroes , 
as  a  yearly  Supply  to  keep  up  the  Stock  of  Negroes  who  are  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  Culture  of  Ginger,  Coffee ,  Cotton,  Indico,  5rc.  or  in 
felling,  &c.  of  Wood  for  Exportation  to  Great  Britain  ;  which 
will  make  in  all,  7000  Negroes  at  £25 . 17 5,000 


The  Value  of  the  annual  Supplies  of  Salt-Fijh,  Lumber ,  Limber, 

Tobacco,  TjBice,  Corn,  Horfes,  and  other  Neceffaries  exported  from 
the  Britijh  North  American  Colonies  to  the  BritiJJo  Sugar  Colonies, 
is  computed  by  the  faid  Mr.  AJhley  at  £160,000 — to  which  I 
fhall  add  £25,000  to  anfwer  the  Addition  I  have  made  for  1000 
Negroes  ...  in  all  .  . . 185,000 

For  Freight,  Infurance,  and  Commitfion  at  Ten  per  Cent,  on 
£380,000-— the  Value  of  the  annual  Exports  from  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  to  the  Sugar-Colonies,  £38,000 — -and  for  Britijh 
Merchants  Profits  on  fuch  of  the  faid  Exports  as  are  not  fhipped 
on  the  Sugar-Planters  own  Account  £22,000  -  ...  in  all  .  .  .  60,000 


For  Wines  from  Madeira ,  as  computed  by  Mr.  Bennett ,  a 
well-known  Advocate  for  the  Planters . .  ^  . 


80,000 


The  Total  Value  of  thofe  annual  Exports,  according  to  this 

State,  is  .  .  .  .....  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  880,000 


The  Annual  Imports  from  the  BritiJJo  Sugar-Colonies 
into  Great  Britain ,  North  America ,  &c. 


7 5,000  Hogfheads  of  Sugar ,  of  1500  Pounds  nett  Weight 
each,  in  the  Sugar-Colonies  (that  being  a  lefs  Quantity  than 
was  annually  imported  in  the  4  Years,  for  which  the  Britijh  Ex^ 
ports  are  here  inferted)  at  Six  Shillings  Sterling  per  100  lb.  ; 
which,  and  not  112  lb.  is  the  Hundred  Weight  there  .  .  . 


337’5°° 


Note  .  .  .  Brown  or  Mufcovado  Sugar  is  computed  to  wafte 
One-Tenth  Part,  upon  an  Average,  in  bringing  frbm  the  W eji. 
Indies  to  Great  Britain ;  fo  that  a  Hogfhead  of  Sugar,  which 
weighed  1500  lb.  there,  will  weigh  but.  1350  lb.  here;  and  is- 
to  be  rated  at  only  12  Cent.  lb.  of  1 12  Pounds  each. 


Add  the  Difference  of  Value  between  Clayed  and  Mufcovado  £ 
Sugars,  upon  7,500  Hogfheads  of  12  Cent.  la.  each,  at  10 
Shillings  per  Cent.  lb.  ;  that  being  the  annual  Quantity  of  Sugar 
clayedf  and  the  increafed  Value  thereof,  according  to  Mr.  Al¬ 
ley’s  Computation . 45,000 

50,000  Hogfheads  of  Rum  and  Melaffes ,  of  100  Gallons  each 
in  the  Sugar-Colonies-,  being  the  Quantity  produced  when 
75,000  Hogfheads  of  Sugar  are  made,  as  computed  by  Mr. 

Afhley  ;  and  are  by  him  valued  at  Six  Pounds  Sterling  per  Hogf- 

head,  in  the  Places  of  Production . •  •  •  •  300’000 

Ginger ,  Coffee ,  Aloes ,  Cotton,  Indico ,  Mahogany ,  &c.  .  .  100,000 

The  Produce  of  Britijh ,  &c.  Commodities  and  Manufactures 
exported  to  Jamaica ,  and  from  thence  fent  to  the  Spanijh  Settle¬ 
ments,  or  bartered  for  Logwood ,  amounting  in  Value,  here  to  ^ 
above  £00,000;  as  appears  by  the  Britijh  Exports  to  Jamaica 
exceeding  the  like  Exports  to  Barbadoes  to  that  Amount,  al¬ 
though  the  latter  Ifland  then  had  above  twice  as  many  white  In¬ 
habitants  as  the  former  ;  and  therefore  the  faid  Produce  in  Mo¬ 
ney  t  Logwood ,  &c-  may  well  be  above  -  12°>ooa 

The  Total  Value,  according  to  this  State,  of  thofe  annual  Im¬ 
ports,  rating  Mufcovado  Sugar  at  only  6s.  per  100  lb.  is  .  .  902,500 

Which  Sum  over-ballanceth  all  the  Exports  to  the  Britijh  Sugar-Co¬ 
lonies,  as  here  Hated,  about  £20,000;  and  I  believe  that  the  Profits 
which  the  Britijh  Sugar-Planters  gain  by  felling  of  Negroes  for  the  Spanijh 
and  French  Settlements,  do  amount  to  as  much  more.. 

But  I  fhall  not  reckon  upon  either  of  thefe  Articles,  in  what  I  have  to 
fav  concerning  this  State,  as  there  ought  to  be  an  Allowance  in  favour  of 
thofe  Planters,  to  make  good  the  Money  gained  from  them  by  Phyfictans , 
Surgeons ,  Lawyers,  Lradefmen ,  Hired- Servants,  &c..  refiding  in  the  Sugar- 
Colonies  ;  and  I  am  perfuaded  that  the  faid  Over-Ballance  only,  is  ium- 
cient  to  repay  fuch  Money,  as  very  few  of  the  People  who  go  from  hence 
to  thofe  Colonies,  in  the  above-named  Capacities,  do  return  to  this  King¬ 
dom,  much  lefs,  bring  back  Fortunes  of  their  acquiring  in  the  Sugar.- 

Colonies. 


An 
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An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Duties,  Freight,  and  other  Charges  on 
B/  G'wn  or  Mufcovado  Sugar  of  the  Britifj  Colonies  imported  into 
Great  Britain  ....  as  computed  by  Mr.  Afhley,  on  io  Hot¬ 
heads  of  12  Cent.  lb.  each. 


Britijh  Duties  on  120  Cent.  lb.  at  3s.  6d.  .  .  deducting 

5  per  Cent.  Difcount . 

Bill-Money,  Primage,  and  Poft . 

Lighterage  and  Wharfage  9 d.  Porterage  10 d.  Cooperage 
6d.  •  •  is  is.  id.  per  Hogfhead,  and  for  10  Hogfheads 
Land-Waiters  3d.  Cartage  6d.  Pierage  i^d.  is  io^d.  per 

Hogfhead,  and  for  10  Hogfheads . 

Ware-houfe  Rent  6  Weeks,  at  3d.  per  Hogfhead  per  Week 

Freight  of  120  Cent.  lb.  at  3s.  6d . 

Commiffion  and  Brokerage,  3  per  Cent,  on  £120,  the 
Produce  .of  the  Sugar,  at  20 s.  per  Cent.  lb.  .  .  . 

Infurance  on  ^90,  at  4  per  Cent,  and  Policy  4 s.  6d. 

The  Total  as  computed  by  Mr.  AJbley ,  is 

Add  the  Duty  of  44  per  Cent,  (in  Barbadoes  and  the  Lee- 
wardljlands ,  but  not  in  Jamaica)  which  for  1  o  Hogfheads 
of  Sugar,  each  weighing  1 500  lb.  Nett  there,  amounts 
to  675  lb.  ;  and  that  Quantity  of  Mufcovado  Sugar , 
at  ioj.  Sterling  per  100  lb.  the  general  Price  for 
many  Years,  makes  the  faid  Duty  amount  to  .  .  . 

The  Total  of  the  Duties,  Freight,  and  Charges,  on  10 
Hogfheads  of  Mufcovado  Sugar  .  ,  to  the  Year  1 747,  was 

Add,  the  Subfidy  laid  in  the  Year  1747,  being  is.  6d. 
per  112  Pounds,  without  Difcount;  which  for  10 
Hogfheads  is . 

The  Total  of  the  prefent  Du-ron  ioHhds,of  12  Cent. lb. 
ties, Freight,  and  other  Char-j  on  iHhd  .... 
ges  on  Mufcovado  Sugar ,  is  Ion  1  Cent. lb..  112  Pounds 
The  Charges  ofproducingM^/"-  f 
covado  Sugar ,  including  the 

Proportion  of  Charge  for  )  onioHhds,ofi2C/.here 
Maintenance  of  the  Planter’s^  on  1  Hhd  . 

Family,  and  the  Lofs  by  j  on  \Cent.lb..i  12  Pounds 
Wafte  in  bringing  from  the  j 
IV.  Indies  to  Great  Britain ,  are  L 
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An  A  B  S  TR  A  CT  of  the  prefent  Duties,  and  Charges  on  Bri- 
tijh  Mufcovado  Sugar  imported  into  this  Kingdom. 


On  i  -Hhd  . 
On  I  Cent.  lb. 


Charges  cf  Produ&Ion 
Planter’s  Maintenance 
and  Lofs  by  Wafte. 

1 2  Cent.  lb.  .  .  £  4  :  10  :  — ■  •  • 
1 1 2  Pounds  . . .  £—  :  7  :  6  .  . 


Charges  for  Brtti/h  and 
Colony  Duties,  Freight  The  Total  of 
Tnfurance,  Entry,  &c.  Both. 

.£6:  6:  .  £10:16:  3/s 

•  £—  •  10  ’• 


By  the  preceding  State  of  Exports  and  Imports,  it  appears,  that  the 
low  Price  of  Six  Shillings  Sterlings  100  Pounds  Weight  for  Mufcovado 
Sugar  in  the  Britijh  Sugar-Colonies,  is  fully  fufficient  to  ballance  their  gene¬ 
ral  Account  with  Great  Britain ,  Ireland ,  and  the  Britijh  North  American 
Colonies. 

By  the  foregoing  Account  of  all  the  Duties  and  Charges  on  Mufcovado 
Sugar  imported  from  the  Britijio  Sugar-Colonies  into  Great  Britain ,  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  the  Price  of  £0  :  1 8  :  oTV  for  1 1 2  Pounds  ot  luch  Sugar  here, 
is  the  correfpondiog  or  equivalent  Price  to  ^0:6:0  Sterling^?  100 
Pounds  there.  And  confequently, 

When  the  Britijh  Sugar  Planters  receive  either  £0  :  6  :  o-Sterl.  per  100 
Pounds  for  -  their  Mufcovado  Sugar  in  the  Britijh  Sugar-Colonies,  or 
r0.  X8  .  oA  per  112  Pounds  in  Great  Britain ,  alter  they  have  paid  all 
the  "before-mentioned  Duties  and  Charges  thereon,  their  general  Account 
with  Great  Britain ,  Ireland  and  the  Britijh  North  American  Colonies,  is 
then  even  and  quit. 

But  there  is  an  After-Account  with  the  Britijh  Sugar-Colonies,  of 
which  it  is  neceflary  to  make  a  State,  as  the  Britijh  Dominions  thereby  fuffer 
great  Lodes  which  do  not  appear  by  a  general  Companion  of  the  Value 
of  the  Exports  with  -that  of  the  Imports. 

LOSS  to  the  Britijh  Dominions  by  the  Confumption  of  Eajl- 
India,  &c.  Manufactures  in  the  Britijh  Sugar-Colonies. 

The  Inhabitants  of  Jamaica ,  Barladoes  and  the  Leeward  IJlands,  inftead 
of  confining  themftlves  to  Britijh  Commodities  and  Manufactures,  do 
vearlv  confume  Eajl-India  and  other  foreign  Manufactures,  &c.  to  the 
Amount  of  about  One  Hundred  and  Forty  Thoufand  Pounds  Sterling,  as 
valued  here-,  and  the  faid  Manufactures,  though  purchafed  chiefly  with 
Money  are  exchanged  in  the  Britijh  Sugar-Colonies  for  Sugar,  Rum 1,  and 
other  Commodities  confumed  here  ,  fo  that  the  Britijh  Dominions  thereby 
lofe  all  the  faid  Money,  which  may  reaionably  be  computed  atEighty 
Thoufand  Pounds  a  Year.  B 


■ 
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LOSS  to  the  Britifh  Dominions,  by  the  fraudulent  Importation 

of  Sugar  and  other  foreign  Wefl-lndia  Produce  into  the  Britifh 
Sugar-Colonies. 

As  to  this  fraudulent  Trade,  there  is  the  Following  Paragraph  concern¬ 
ing  it,  in  a  Pamphlet  written  by  William  Perrin ,  Efq;  upon  the  State  of 
the  Britifo  and  French  Sugar-Colonies,  and  printed  for  T.  Cooper ,  in  the 
Year  1740. 

It  is  pretty  well  known,  and  may  but  too  well  be  made  appear,  that 
the  French. and  others  have  found  Means,  by  a  Trade  with  fome  of  our 
Iflands,  to  introduce  among  them  at  leaf:  Fifteen  Thoufand  Ploglheads  of 
Sugar  yearly,  which  have  been  afterwards  flipped  to  Great  Britain  as 
Englijh  Produce.”  Page  18. 

^Several  other  late  Advocates  for  the  Sugar-Planters  mention  this  Affair. 

Now  if  fuch  fraudulent  Trad-e  had  been  carried  on  with  Britifh  Com¬ 
modities,  the  Britijh  Dominions  would  not  have  loft  much  by  it* 
for  the  Lofs  would  then  have  been  moftly  confined  to  fome  of  the  Britijh 
Sugar-Planters ;  but  there  is  an  Account  in  the  Reprefentation  from  the 
Commiffioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  before- mentioned,  which  too 
plainly  fhews  that  the  faid  illicit  Trade  was  carried  on  by  Way  of  the  Lee¬ 
ward  Iflands ,  with  Britifh  Money  •,  for  the  annual  Imports  into  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  from  thofe  Iflands,  upon  a  Medium  of  4  Years  from  1728  to  1732, 
amounted  to  £642,269  :  9  :  6^-;  whereas  the  annual  Exports  from  Great 
Britain  to  the  faid  Iflands,  during  that  Time,  came  to  only  £69,410  115:  g~y 
which  is  but  One-Ninth  Part  of  the  Value  of  their  Imports :  fo  that  the 
before-mentioned  contraband  Importation  muft  have  been  of  much  greater 
Extent  than  1 5,000  Hogfheads  of  Sugar  yearly. 

For  according  to  other  Accounts  in  that  Reprefentation,  the  Britifh  Ex¬ 
ports  to  Barhadocs  were  to  the  Imports  from  thence,  nearly  in  the  Propor¬ 
tion  of  One  to  Three  *,  and  thofe  of  Jamaica  as  One  to  Four ;  the  latter  of 
which  Proportions  being  moil  favourable  for  the  Leeward  Iflands ,  in  this 
Cafe,  I  fhall  make  it  the  Standard  ;  and  that  will  account  for  their  annual 
Imports  being  worth  about  £280,000  j  but  there  will  then  remain 
£360,000  a  Year  to  be  accounted  for. 

And  I  cannot  account  for  that  Sum  otherwife  than  by  there  having  been 
fuch  great  Quantities  of  French  Sugars ,  and  other  foreign  PPeft- India  Pro¬ 
duce,  fraudulently  imported  into  the  Britifh  Leeward  Iflands ,  as,  when 
brought  into  this  Kingdom,  were  here  eftimated  to  be  worth  £360,000  j 
from  which  Sum  I  fhall  deduft  One-Third  Part  for  Profits  to  thofe  Britijh 
Subjects  who  bought  the  fame  of  the  French ,  &c.  and  then  there  will  re¬ 
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main  ^240,000  a  Year  *,  whereof  there  was  recovered  by  the  Re-exportation 
of  Sugar  from  Great  Britain  to  foreign  Countries,  about  £100,000  •,  fo  that 
the  real  Lofs  to  the  Britijh  Dominions,  by  the  before-mentioned  fraudulent 
Trade,  during  thole  4  Years,  feems  to  have  been  One  Hundred,  and  Forty 
Thouland  Pounds  per  Annum. 

LOSS  to  the  Britijh  Dominions  by  the  fraudulent  Importation 
and  Confumption  of  foreign  Manufactures  in  the  Britijh  Sugar- 
Colonies. 

In  a  Pamphlet  that  was  publifhed  in  the  Year  1733*  by  an  Advocate 
for  the  Sugar-Planters,  there  is  an  Account  of  the  Value  of  the  Exports 
from  Great  Britain  to  the  Britijio  Sugar-Colonies,  in  Twelve  Years  from. 
Chrijlmas  1714  to  Chrifimas  1726*,  and  according  to  that  Account,  the 
faid  Exports  amounted  in  thofe  12  Years,  to  Five  Millions  Lwo  Hundred 
Sixty  four  .7  houfand  One  Hundred  and  Eight  Pounds  and  Six  Pence  •, 
which  is  per  Annum ,  upon  an  Average  ....  £43 8>^75  :  ^  :  44- 

Rut  according  to  Accounts  of  the  like  Exports,  for 
4  Years  frcm  Chrijlmas  1728  to  Chrijlmas  1732  (in¬ 
ferred  in  the  before-mentioned  Reprefen tation  from  the 
Board  of  Trade)  the  medium  annual  Value  of  them 
was  only  . .  302,866  :  13  :  8 

So  that  the  yearly  Decreafe  in  the  faid  Exports,  ac¬ 
cording  to  thofe  Accounts,  was  ...... 


135,808  :  19  :  81- 


Now  this  Decreafe,  whether  more  or  lefs  than  is  here  reprefented,  can¬ 
not  be  accounted  for  by  any  Decreafe  in  the  Britijio  Sugar-Colonies  from 
1728  to  1732;  for  in  thofe  4  Years  much  greater  Quantities  of  Sugar' 
were  imported  from  thence  into  Great  Britain ,  than  ever  were  brought 
here  from  thofe  Colonies,  in  any  4  Years,  either  before  or  fince  that 
Time  :  And  as  feveral  Advocates  for  the  Sugar-Planters,  have  not  only 
acknowledged  that  there  then  was  an  illicit  Trade  carried  on  between  the 
Britijh  Sugar-Colonies  and  thofe  of  other  Nations,  but  the  vaft  Difpropor- 
tion  between  the  Exports  to  and  Imports  from  the  Britijh  Leeward  IJlands 
doth  plainly  (hew  that  the  faid  Trade  was  of  great  Extent  at  that  Time ; 
the  moft  natural,  and  in  Appearance,  the  true  Way  of  accounting  for  this 
o-reat  Decreafe  in  the  Exports  from  Great  Britain  to  the  Britifo  Sugar- 
Colonies,  is,  by  the  Inhabitants  of  thofe  Colonies  confuming  vaft  Quan¬ 
tities  of  French  and  other  foreign  Manufactures  there  imported  with  fo¬ 
reign  Sugars ,  or  by  other  Means. 

Nor  hath  fuch  fraudulent  Importation  been  confined  to  the  Britijh 
Leeward  IJlands  only  •,  for  it  appears  by  a  Pamphlet  called  “  The  State 
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of  the  Ifland  of  Jamaica,  &c.”  publifhed  in  the  Year  1726,  that  the 
fame  Sort  of  unlawful  Trade  in  foreign  Manufactures  was  then  carried  on 
there,  by  Means  of  foreign  Ships,  under  Pretence  of  their  wanting  Wood 
and  Water •,  for  the  purchafing  of  which  NecefTaries,  Licenfes  were 
granted  to  the  Commanders  ol  fuch  Ships,  and  they,  under  Colour  of 
fupplying  their  pretended  Wants,  fold  foreign  Manufactures,  &c.  to  the 
Inhabitants,  who  generally  paid  for  the  lame  in  Money . 

GAIN  to  the  Britijh  Dominions  by  the  Re-exportation  of  Sugar 
to  foreign  Countries,  in  4  Years  from  1728  to  1732. 

I  have  already  computed  this  Gain  to  be  One  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds 
a  Year,  which  I  was  enabled  to  do  by  the  Help  of  a  public  Account ; 
and  I  have  under-rated  the  Lofs  ariling  from  the  fraudulent  Importation  of 
French  Sugars,  &c.  into  the  Britijh  Sugar-Colonies  £100,000  per  Annum, 
in  Confideration  of  this  Gain  ;  fo  that  it  is  already  accounted  for  by  that 
Means. 


GAIN  to  the  Britijh  Dominions  by  the  Re-exportation  of  Cotton , 
Ginger,  and  other  Britijh  Sugar- Colony  Produce. 

The  feveral  Commodities  comprifed  under  this  Head,  are  valued  in  the 
State  of  Imports  from  the  Britijh  Sugar-Colonies,  at  £  100,000  a  Year, 
which  I  am  inclined  to  believe  was  not  far  wide  of  their  real  Value  ;  and 
confidering  the  great  Confumption  of  fuch  Commodities  in  this  Kingdom, 
I  think  that  not  more  than  One-Fourth  Part  of  them  was  re-exported  from 
hence,  either  in  their  natural  State,  or  wrought  into  Manufactures  •,  but 
that  4  Part,  when  re-exported  from  Great  Britain,  may  well  be  valued  at 
double  what  it  is  rated  according  to  the  Eifimation  thereof  in  the  Sugar-- 
Colonies,  without  reckoning  for  the  Britijh  manufacture  of  the  fame  ;  I 
fhall  therefore  rate  the  Gain  arifing  from  the  Re-exportation  of  the  afore - 
faid  Commodities  at  Fifty  Thoufand  Pounds  a  Year,  though  it  may  be 
confiderably  more  or  lefs  for  any  Thing  certainly  known  to-  me. 

SAVING  to  the  Britijh  Dominions  by  the  Confumption  of 
Britijh  Bum  inftead  of  French  Brandy. 

The  Quantity  of  Rum  fuppofed  by  Mr.  AJhley  to  have  been  annually 
imported  into  Great  Britain  about  the  Year  1740,  was  5,000  Hogfheads, 
or  500,000  Gallons ;  and  upon  looking  into  a  Manufcript  Account  of 
Rum  and  Brandy  imported  into  this  Kingdom,  I  find  that  his  Suppofitiorr 
in  this  RefpeCt  is  not  far  remote  from  Truth  ;  I  fhall  therefore  rate  the  Bri- 
tijh  Confumption  of  Rum  at  Five  Hundred  Thoufand  Gallons  a  Year,  for 
the  Four  Years  from  1728  to  1732  inclufive  and  this  will  make  the  an¬ 
nual  Saving  by  the  Nonconfumption  of  fo  much  French  Brandy,  at  One 
Shilling  per  Gallon,  to  be  Twenty-five  Thoufand  Pounds.  An 
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AnABSTRACT  of  the  After- Account  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain ,  &c.  and  the  Britijls  Sugar-Colonies  for  4  Years  from 
Chrijimai  1728  to  Chrijimas  1732. 


Annual  LOSS  to  the  Britijh  Dominions  £  £ 

By  Eajl- India y  See.  Manufactures  exported  from 

this  Kingdom  to  the  Sugar-Colonies  ....  80,000 

By  French-Sugars ,  See.  fraudulently  imported  into 
thofe  Colonies,  after  deducting  for  Sugars  re¬ 
exported  . 14.0,000 

By  Foreign  Manufactures  fraudulently  imported  into 

the  faid  Colonies . 130,000 

The  Total  of  the  Annual  Lofs  .  .  .  350,000 


Annual  GAIN  to  the  Britijh  Dominions 

By  Sugars  re-exported  from  this  Kingdom  to  foreign 

Countries  £100,000,  accounted  for  before  .  .  -  -  -  - 

By  Ginger^  Cottony  See.  re-exported . 50,000 

By  confuming  Britijh  Rum  inftead  of  French  Brandy  25,000 

The  Total  of  the  annual  Gain  .  .  .  75,000 

The  ultimate  Lofs  to  the  Britijh  Dominions,  accord¬ 
ing  to  this  After- Account  was  'per  Annum  ......  275,000 


And  as  to  the  Lofs  that  Great  Britain  in  particular  then  fuffered  by  her 
Sugar-Colony  Trade,  it  appears  to  me  to  have  been  fo  amazingly  great, 
that  I  fhould  not  have  ventured  to  publifh  any  State  of  the  Account,  if 
the  principal  Articles  therein  had  not  been  vouched  for  by  public  Accounts 
and  public  Authority  ;  but  fince  the  faid  Articles  are  fo  vouched,  and 
the  Diftribution  thereunto  annexed  accounts  lor  the  Money  fo  loft,  or  at 
leaft  (hews,  that  there  was  fome  fuch  vaft  Lofs  brought  upon  this  King¬ 
dom  by  the  aforefaid  Means,  I  cannot  hefitate  a  Moment  about  publilhing 
an  Account,  that  is,  in  the  Main,  as  well  fupported  as  anv  Accounts  of 
the  like  Sort  have  been. 
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A  STATE  of  theTrade  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Britijh  Sugar- 
Colonies,  for  four  Years  from  Chrijimas  1728  to  Chrijimas  1732. 

The  Value  of  the  Commodities  imported  into  Great  Britain  £ 
from  the  Britijh  Sugar-Colonies,  upon  an  annual  Medium, 
within  the  Time  of  this  Account,  was  per  Annum  as  fol¬ 
lowed — from  Jamaica  .£539,499  :  18  :  34- — from  Barbadoes 
£246,599 : 1 3 :  iof — from  the  Lee-ward IJlands £642,269  :  6^ 

• — in  all  £1,428,369  :  1  :  8 .  .  1,425,000 

as  appears  by  a  Reprefentation  from  theCommiffioners  £ 
for  Trade  and  Plantations  to  The  Right  Honourable 
The  Houfe  of  Lords,  bearing  Date  i^thjanuary  173^. 

TheValue  of  the  Commodities  and  Manufactures 
exported  from  Great  Britain  to  the  Britijh  Sugar- 
Colonies,  upon  an  annual  Medium,  within  the 
T  ime  of  this  Account,  was  £302,866. :  1.3  :  8  per 
Annum ,  as  appears  by  the  faid  Reprefentation  .  .  .  300,000 

From  which  deduct,  the  Lofs  by  foreign  Manu¬ 
factures,  &c.  in  thofe  Exports  as  before  Rated  .  .  .  80,000 

And  there  will  remain  for  Britijh  Commodities, 

Manufactures,  Labour,  &c . .  .  220,000 

The  Freight,  Infurance,  Commiffion,  and  BritiJJo 
Merchants'  Profits  on  the  Bntijh  and  IriJJj  Exports  to 
the  Sugar-Colonies,  are  rated  in  the  State  of  Exports 

and  Imports,  at  .  . . 60,000 

The  annual  Supply  of  Negroes  for  thofe  Colonies, 
is  eftimated  in  the  faid  State,  at  ...  .  175,000 

The  Plalf  of  £80,000  for  Wines  from  the  Madeira 

Ifiands,.  as  rated  in  that  State,  is . 40,000 

The  Gain  to  Great  Britain  by  the  Re-exportation 
of  Sugar  and  other  Commodities,  as  alfo  by  the  Britijh 
Confumption  of  Rum  inftead  of  French  Brandy ,  is 
rated  in  the  After- Account  with  the  Sugar-Colonies,  at  175,000 

Thefe  feveral  Articles  amount  per  Annum  to  .... 

And  this  feems  to  me  to  have  been  the  whole  annual  Sum  that 
Great  Britain  either  paid,  by  Commodities,  Manufactures, 

Freight,  Infurance,  &c.  or  recovered,  by  the  Re-exportation 
of  Sugar  and  other  Commodities,  &c.  toward  difcharging  the 
annual  Debt  of  £1,425,000-10  her  Sugar-Colonies. 

If  therefore  it  cannot  be  made  appear,  that  the  Imports 
from  the  BritiJIo  Sugar-Colonies  were  of  lefs  Value,  or  that 
the  Britijh  Means  of  paying  for  the  fame,  by  Commodities, 

See.  were  greater  than  are  here  fpecified ;  it  will  undeniably  follow, 

.That  during  thefe  Four  Years,  Great  Britain  loft  by  her 
Sugar-Colonies,  no  lefs  per  Annum  than . 
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A  DISTRIBUTION  of  the  Sum  of  One  Million  428  Thou- 
fand  369  Pounds  1  Shilling  and  8  Pence,  at  which  the  annual 
Imports  from  the  Britijh  Sugar-Colonies,  within  the  Time  of  the 
preceding  Account,  were  valued,  as  is  there  mentioned. 

*■  0  per  Annum 

The  Value  of  thofe  Imports  was . £i}428j3^9 

Whereof  there  belonged  to  Great  Britain ,  viz. 

For  Britijh  Exports,  as  -per  Reprefentation  from 

the  Board  of  Trade  .  .  .  .  * . £302,866 

For  Freight,  &c.  of  Britijh  and  Irijh  Exports,  as 

per  State  of  Exports . •  •  •  ^0,000 

For  7000  Negroes  at  £25  each,  as  per  Ditto  .  .  175,000 

For  Half  of  £80,000  for  Wines  from  Madeira , 

as  per  Ditto . .  .  •  •  • .  •  4°>00° 

The  Total  that,  according  to  this  Diftribution, 
belonged  to  Great  Britain ,  for  Britijh  Exports, 

Freight,  Profits,  &c.  was  .  _.  •  . .  577»b66 

and  confequently,  according  to  this  Diftribution, 

The  Balance  due  from  Great  Britain  upon  the  Sugar- 

Colony  Trade  was . 850,503 

Whereof  there  belonged  to  Ireland , 

For  Irijh  Exports,  as  per  Mr.  Dobbs  s  Account, 

from  the  Cuftom-Houfe  Books  . . .  80,000 

Whereof  there  belonged  to  the  Britijh  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Colonies,  viz. 

For  Provifions,  Lumber,  &c.  as  per 
State  of  Exports  .  .  .  •  •  •  .•  ;ClS5>00° 

Of  which,  there  might  be  paid  for  in 
Sugar,  Rum ,  MelaJJes ,  &c . 125,000 

And  in  Money  .  .  •  60,000 

For  half  of  £80,000  for  Wines  from  Madeira ,  as 

per  State  of  Exports . •  *  :  *  4°’°00 

Whereof  there  belonged  to  the  French ,  &c.  viz. 

For  Sugars  and  other  foreign  Wt ejl- India  Produce 
fraudulently  imported  into  the  Britijh  Sugar-Co- 

lonies,  as  before  computed  .  .•••••  24°> 

For  foreign  Manufactures,  &c.  fraudulently  uri 
ported  and  confumed  in  thofe  Colonies,  as  already 

eftimated . .  *  * 

Together  .  550,000 

So  that,  according  to  this  Diftribution,  the  NettBallance  or  — — “ 
clear  annual  Gain  to  the  Britijh  Sugar- Planters,  was  -  £2  ^ 
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From  hence  it  appears  very  plain,  that  the  Lofs  to  Great  Britain  by 
the  Sugar  Colony  Trade,  within  the  Time  of  this  Account,  mud;  have 
been  1'ome  fuch  vaft  S.m  as  Seven,  Six,  or  at  lead;  Five  Hundred  Thoufand 
Pounds  a  Year  ;  and  in  order  to  bring  that  Lofs  fo  low  as  £500,000  per 
Annum ,  it  mud:  he  fuppo'ed  that  the  annual  Imports  from  the  Sugar- 
Colonies  are  valued  in  the  Cuftom-Houfe  Accounts  at  £ 250,000  more 
than  the  Planters  received  for  the  fame,  clear  of  Duties,  Freight,  &c. 

It  mud;  likewife  be  fuppoied,  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Jamaica ,  Barbadoes , 
and  the  Leeward  IJlands ,  did  not  gain  much  Money  by  their  Plantations 
h  at  that  Time;  for  if  the  Value  of  thofe  Imports  be  reduced  £250,000,  the 
Planters  Profits  will,  in  that  Cafe,  be  fo  much  lefs :  And  when  it  is  con- 
fidered,  that  the  general  Prices  of  Sugar  were  very  low  in  this  Kingdom 
during  the  Years  1729,  30,  3 1  and  32,  and  that  there  were  loud  Complaints 
of  Diftrefs  among  the  Sugar-Planters,  thofe  Suppofifions  cannot  reafonably 
be  objeded  againft. 

But  I  mud;  at  the  fame  Time  obferve,  that  the  Diftrefs  of  which  the 
Sugar-Planters  then  complained,  is  a  ftrong  Indication,  if  not  a  Proof,  that 
the  fraudulent  Trade  by  them  carried  on,  was  as  extenfive  as  I  have  com¬ 
puted  it  to  have  been  ;  for  admitting  that  their  Imports  were  over-valued 
in  the  Cuftom-Houfe  Acounts  £250,000  per  Annum,  there  was  then 
£600,000  a  Year,  due  to  them  from  this  Kingdom,  inftead  of  £850,000  as 
ftated  in  the  preceding  Diftribution  of  the  Sum  at  which  thofe  Imports 
were  valued. 

Out  of  which  annual  Ballance  of  £600,000  the  Sugar- Planters  had 
not  quite  £200,000  to  pay  for  Commodities  and  Manufactures  fent  from 
Ireland,  or  from  the  Britifh  North  American  Colonies,  to  the  Sugar-Colonies, 
according  to  the  faid  Diftribution  ;  io  that  there  remained  Four  Hundred 
1  houfand  Pounds  a  Year,  either  for  the  Britijh  Sugar- Planters,  or  for  the 
Foreigners  with  whom  they  carried  on  a  fraudulent  Trade ;  and  as  the 
Former  were  diftrefled,  it  is  plain  that  the  Latter  muft  have  had  moft  of 
that  vaft  annual  Sum  of  Money. 

I  might  very  well  have  excufed  myfelf  from  making  a  fuppofititious 
Redudion  of  this  national  Lofs,  as  the  foregoing  State  thereof  is  founded 
and  moft  of  it  determined  either  by  authenticated  public  Accounts,  or 
by  Calculations  made  on  the  Part  of  the  Sugar- Planters  ;  but  my  Intention 
is,  to  make  a  juft  Reprefentation  of  thefe  Matters,  according  to  the  beft 
of  my  Judgment;  and  as,  in  this  Inftance,  there  appeared  to  me  good 
Reafons  for  deviating  from  thofe  authenticated  public  Accounts,  1  have 
not  fcrupled  to  do  it,  upon  the  prefent  Occafton. 

All  that  remains  on  this  Head,  is,  to  confider  how  much  Money  hath 
been  carried  out  of  Great  Britain,  and  how  much  out  of  the  Britijh 
Dominions,  by  Means  of  the  Britijh  Sugar-Colony  Trade,  within  Thirty 
Years  paft ;  for  as  to  making  an  exad  Computation  of  the  Money  fo  car¬ 
ried  away  and  loft,  it  is  a  Thing  quite  out  of  my  Power;  and  therefore  I 

lhall 
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fhall  content  myfelf  with  {hewing  how  much  the  faid  Lofs  doth  in  all  Pro¬ 
bability  amount  to. 

The  Lofs  by  Eaft- Indiana.  Manufactures  exported  from  this  Kingdom 
to  the  Britijh  Sugar-Colonies,  is  conllantand  certain  ;  and  therefore  I  Ihall 
rate  it,  as  I  have  before  done,  at  £80,000  per  Annum  ;  which  amounts, 
in  30  Years,  to  Two  Millions  Four  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds. 

As  to  the  Lofs  by  French  and  other  foreign  Manufactures  fraudulently 
imported  into  the  Britijh  Sugar-Colonies ;  when  it  is  confidered,  that  the 
Motive  to  carrying  on  fuch  Trade  was  Gaint  there  will  appear  but  little 
if  any  Reafon  for  thinking  that  thofe  unlawful  Dealings  have  been  of  lefs 
Extent  fince  the  Time  of  this  Account,  than  they  appear,  by  the  before- 
ftated  Decreafe  in  th eBritiJIs  Exports,  to  have  been  for  4  Years  from  1728 
to  1732  ;  that  is  to  fay,  above  £130,000  a  Year;  however,  I  Ihall  rate  this 
Lofs  at  only  £100,000  per  Annum ,  which,  in  30  Years,  amounts  to  Three 
Millions  of  Pounds. 

The  fraudulent  Trade  in  French ,  &c.  Sugars  feems  to  have  been  highefl 
in  the  4  Years  above-mentioned  ;  and  I  much  queftion,  whether  any  fuch 
Trade  was  carried  on  between  the  Time  of  the  lafir  Peace  and  the  Beginning 
of  the  prefent  War  ;  but  be  that  as  it  may,  I  Ihall  rate  the  Lofs  thereby 
caufed,  at  only  £50,000  a  Year  for  the  whole  Time  which  will  make  the 
Amount  thereof,  in  30  Years,  to  be  One  Million  Five  Hundred  Thoufand 
Pounds  ;  though  I  believe  it  comes  to  a  greater  Sum. 

Tothefe  Loflesmuft  be  added  a  fourth  Lofs,  which  was  primarily  caufed 
by  the  great  Confumptiou  of  Rum  in  this  Kingdom  t  for  that  put  the 
Britijh  Sugar. Planters  upon  diftilling  fuch  great  Quantities  of  Melajjh, as 
not  lo  leave  a  fuffictency  thereof  to  fupply  the  Demands  of  the  BrUtJh  North- 
American  Colonies;  and  this  obliged  the  Sugar-Planters  to  pay  Money  fat 
a  confiderable  Proportion  of  the  Provifions,  Lumber ,  &c.  wherewith  they 
were  fupplied  from  New- England  and  other  Northern  Colonies ;  of  which 
the  Inhabitants  of  Barbadoes  complained  in  their  Petition  to  his  Maj^ft) , 
and  farther  faid,  that  the  Money  fo  paid  was  exported  to  foreign  Colonies, 
to  purchafe  the  very  fame  Sorts  of  Goods  as  the  Northern  Colony  People 
ufed  to  fupply  themlelves  with  in  the  Britijh  Sugar-Colonies. 

So  that  the  Money  which  feems  to  be  faved  to  this  Kingdom,  by  the  Con- 
fumDtion  of  Britijh  Rum  inftead  of  French  Brandy ,  is  not  a  real  SavinQ , 
fincePwhat  the  French  lofe  by  not  felling  fo  much  Brandy -in  Great  Britain, 
„  made  up  to  them  by  the  Britijh  Money  they  receive  for  Mdajfes :  and 
'this  T  ofs  is  to  be  eftimated  at  double  that  Saving,  upon  equal  tines 
of  Rum  lad  Brandy,  becaufe  the  former  coils  this  Natron  about  Two 
Shillings  -per  Gallon,  and  the  latter  colls  but  One  Shilling  a  Gallon  . 
wh  chl  aifn,  inftead  of  reckoning  only  .^5,000  a  Year,  as  I  have  before 
done  for  Rum,  in  the  After-Account  with  the  Sugar-Colomes  th,s  Lob 
is  to  be  rated  at  £50,000  per  Annum ,  which  amounts  in  30  > 

Million  Five  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds. 

D 
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An  ABSTRACT  of  the  before-mentioned  Loffes,  in  Thirty 

Years  from  1727  to  1756. 

Pounds  Sterling 


By  Eajl-Indta ,  &c.  Manufactures  exported  from  Great  Britain 

to  the  Britijh  Sugar-Colonies . 2,400,000 

By  French ,  &c.  Manufactures  fraudulently  imported  into 

thofe  Colonies . 3,000,000 

By  French ,  &c.  Sugars  fraudulently  imported  into  the  faid 

Colonies . 1,500,000 

By  French  Melajfes ,  &c.  purchafed  with  Money ,  for  the  Britijh 

North- American  Colonies . 1,500,000 


The  Total  of  thofe  Loffes,  according  to  my  Computation,  is  8,400,000 


From  which  deduCt,  the  Gain  by  Britijh  Sugar-Colony 
Commodities  re-exported,  and  the  Saving  by  the  Britijh 
Confumption  of  Rum  in  dead  of  French  Brandy ,  amounting 
to  £75,000  per  Annum ,  as  already  dated  in  the  After- 
Account  with  the  Britijh  Sugar-Colonies,  which  in  30 

Years  comes  to . 

And  reduces  the  ultimate  Lofs  to  the  Britijh  Dominions,  by 
Means  of  the  Britijh  Sugar-Colony  Trade,  to  ... 

As  to  the  Lodes  which  Great  Britain  in  particular  differed  by  the  Sugar- 
ColonyTrade,  within  thefe  Thirty  Years,  they  much  exceed  the  ultimate  Lofs 
to  the  Britijh  Dominions  in  general;  for  all  the  Money  folod,  is  paid  by  this 
Kingdom  :  of  which  any  Perfon  may  be  convinced,  by  confidering  that 
the  Ballance  which  the  Sugar-Planters  from  Time  to  Time  receive  on  their 
Trade  with  England ,  is  the  Fund  by  which  they  pay  for  all  the  Commodi¬ 
ties,  &c.  elfewhere  bought  by  them  with  Money. 

The  Specie  which  the  Britijh  North  American  Colonies  receive  for  Pro- 
• vifions ,  Lumber ,  &c.  fold  in  the  Britijh  Sugar-Colonies,  and  all  the  French 
Sugars ,  Manufactures,  &c.  fraudulently  imported  there,  are  paid  for  out  of 
the  Money  received  from  this  Nation ;  fo  that  none  of  thofe  vad  Lodes  do 
in  the  lead  affeCt  the  Britijh  Sugar-Planters,  excepting  in  particular  Cafes ; 
for  the  Britijh  Wealth  which  they  didipate  by  thofe  feveral  Means,  is 
condantly  replaced  by  other  Wealth  received  from  their  Mother-Country. 

The  Sugar- Planters  do  undoubtedly  fave  a  condderable  Sum  of  Money 
yearly,  by  confuming  fuch  vad  Quantities  of  Eajt-India ,  French ,  &c. 
Manufactures,  indead  of  confining  themfelves  to  wear  and  ufe  no  other 
than  Britijh  Manufactures ;  but  fuch  Confumption  of  foreign  Manufactures 
makes  at  lead  Twenty  Thoufand  Paupers  in  this  Kingdom,  whofe  Main¬ 
tenance  cods  the  People  of  England  about  One  Hundred  Thoufand  Founds 
a  Year,  and  is  ultimately  paid  by  the  Landholders. 

!  Nor 


2,250,000 


6, 150,000 
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'  Nor  are  the  Payment  and  Lofs  of  that  Money  the  only  Things  to  be 
eonfidered ;  for  the  great  Increafe  of  Poors-Rates  thereby  occafioned, 
operates  very  prejudicially  upon  every  Branch  of  the  Trade  of  this  Nation, 
by  making  our  Manufactures  dearer  :  fo  that  all  the  Money  which  the  Britijh 
Sugar-Colony  Trade  caufes  to  be  carried  out  of  the  BritiJIo  Dominions,  is 
noronly  fo  much  real  Lofs  to  Great  Britain  in  particular,  but  is  attended 
with  the  additional  Loffes  which  are  here  mentioned. 

As  to  the  Ballance  which  Ireland  gains  by  the  Bri.tijh  American 
Colonies,  and  chiefly  by  the  Sugar-Colonies,  it  is  to  be  eonfidered,  that 
the  People  of  the  faid  Kingdom  are  happily  in  Pofleflion  of  ample  and 
increafino-  Means  to  pay  for  all  the  Commodities  and  Manufactures  which 
they  purchafe  from  England^  as  appears  by  Mr.  Hobbs  s  Account  formed 
from  their  Cultom-Houfe  Books  ;  for  according  to  thofe  Accounts,  the 
Ballance  on  the  Trade  between  the  two  Kingdoms,  including  the  Exports 
from  Ireland  to  America ,  upon  a  Medium  of  Eignt  kears  horn  17^ 
1726,  was  full  Seventy  Thoufand  Pounds  a  Year  again  &  England-,  and 
fince  that  Time  the  Englijh  Confumption  of  Irijh  Linen  Cloth  hath  undoubt¬ 
edly  been  very  much  upon  the  Increafe. 

It  is  likewife  probable,  that  the  Confumption  of  French  Sugar  in  Ireland , 
hath  been  very  great  within  Twenty  Years  laft  paft,  as  the  Quantity  of 
fuch  Sugar  there  confumed  in  the  Year  1724?  which  Mr.  Hobbs  hath  taken 
for  a  medium  Year,  is  valued  by  him  at  Ten  Thoufand  Pounds ;  although 
Britijh  Sugar  might  then,  and  for  Ten  Years  after,  have  been  bought  at 
reafonable  Prices :  fo  that  confidering  the  exorbitant  Prices  at  which  Britijh 
Sugars  have  been  generally  kept  for  20  Years  pad,  and  the  moderate 
Prices  of  French  Sugars ,  it  would  not  be  at  all  furprizing  to  heai,  t  at 
the  People  of  Ireland  have,  within  that  Time,  wholly  or  moftly  iupplied 
themfelves  with  Sugars  from  France  j  efpecially  as  the  Injh  Duties  on 
foreign  Sugars  are  very  moderate. 

The  following  Account  of  the  Duties  upon  Sugars  imported  into 

Ireland ,  was  taken  from  a  Book  of  Rates  compiled  by  Mr. 

Jj dines  Fleming ,  and  printed  at  Dublin ,  in  the  Year  1 74 1  • 


Nett  Duties  per  a  1 2  Pounds 


Sorts  .  .  .  of  .  .  .  Sugar 

Loaf  refined  in  White  Mufcovado 

'England 

On  Sugars  of  the  Englijh  Plantations  ,  g  -  , , 

imported  from  Great  Britain  .  .  .  £0  : 12  :  £°  •  7  •  0*"°  L°  • 1  •  7 1 0 

On  Sugars  foreign,  or  imported  from  7 

any  foreign  Place . . £  ‘  '■  ° :  7  A  £°  ■  3  ■  9^ 

So  that  in  a  round  Way  of  reckoning,  foreign  refined  Sugars  are 
charged  with  about  Ten  Shillings  per  Hundred  WflSht  m»re’  “d 
Mufcovado  Sugars  with  about  Two  Shillings  per  Hundred  more,  ^ 
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paid  for  the  like  Sorts  of  Britijh  Sugars  imported  from  Great  Britain ; 
which  higher  Duties  on  foreign  Sugars  imported  into  Ireland ,  were  nearly 
fufficient  to  fecure  to  the  Britijh  Sugar-Planters,  the  fupplying  of  that 
Kingdom  with  Sugar ,  fo  long  as  they  fold  it  at  moderate  Prices  ;  but  this 
is  what  they  have  not  done  for  Twenty  Years  paid. 

It  may  therefore  be  reafonably  imagined,  that  the  French  have  in  a  great 
Meafure  fupplied  the  People  of  Ireland  with  Sugars ,  during  the  Time  that 
Britijh  Sugars  have  been  kept  at  immoderate  Prices,  to  the  great  Detriment 
of  both  thefe  Kingdoms ;  for  the  annual  Confumption  of  Sugar  in  Ireland , 
above  Thirty  Years  ago,  is  valued  by  Mr.  Dobbs  at  more  than  Sixty 
Thoufand  Pounds  ;  and  as  the  Confumption  of  Tea  is  greatly  increafed 
fince  that  Time,  the  Confumption  of  Sugar  hath  undoubtedly  kept  Pace 
with  it. 

Now  though  it  polTibly  might  have  been  a  Doubt,  whether  the 
£80,000,  a  Year  which  Ireland  gained  by  the  Britijh  Sugar-Colonies, 
would  have  been  a  real  Lofs  to  this  Kingdom,  if  it  had  remained  in  the 
other;  yet,  the  Britijh  Sugar-Planters  feem  to  have  made  it  a  Lofs  to  both 
Kingdoms ;  for  it  is  well  known,  that  the  Britijh  Sugar-Colonies  contain 
Land  enough  to  produce  Twice  the  Quantity  of  Sugar  annually,  that  hath 
ever  been  yearly  produced  there  ;  and  yet  no  more  Sugar  is  brought  from 
thence,  than  can  be  fold  in  Great  Britain  at  exorbitant  Prices. 

From  whence  it  evidently  followeth,  that  all  the  LofFes  which  the  Britijh 
Dominions  have  buffered  by  the  Confumption  of  French  or  other  foreign 
Sugars ,  either  in  Great  Britain ,  Ireland ,  or  the  Britijh  North  American 
Colonies,  are  chargeable  to  our  Sugar-Planters  ;  and  therefore  1  lhall 
place  to  their  Account,  till  the  Matter  is  better  afeertained  by  proper 
Authority,  the  Lofs  of  One  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds  a  Year  to  this  King¬ 
dom  in  particular,  and  to  the  Britijh  Dominions  in  general,  by  French , 
See.  Sugars  conlumed  in  Ireland ,  or  in  the  Britijh  North  American  Colonies, 
within  Twenty  Years  paft ;  which  comes  to  Two  Millions  of  Pounds. 

The  Lofs  to  Great  Britain  by  not  felling  about  Twenty  Thoufand  Hogf- 
headsof  Britijh  Sugar  yearly  in  foreign  Countries,  is  next  to  be  confidered  ; 
and  this,  at  the  low  Price  of  £7:10:0  per  Llogfhead,  or  £0:12:6 
per  1 12  lb.  will  come  to  One  Hundred  and  Fifty  Thoufand  Pounds  per  Annum, 
which  amounts  in  Thirty  Years,  to  Four  Millions  Five  Hundred  Thoufand 
Pounds :  exclufive  of  the  Lofs  of  Employment  for  about  One  Hundred 
Sail  of  Ships,  and  OneJThoufand  Britifh  Seamen ,  which  were  formerly  em¬ 
ployed  in  carrying  that  Quantity  of  Britiflo  Sugar  to  foreign  Markets,  and 
made  a  valuable  Increafe  of  our  Naval  Power,  at  the  Expense  of  other 
Nations.  .... 

But  that  confidferable  Supply  of  Wealth ,  and  thofe  valuable  Naval 
' Advantages ,  have  long  been  loft  to  Great  Britain  ;  and  it  is  highly  neceffary 
to  inquire  how  fo  profitable  a  Trade  came  to  be  loft ;  as  there  appear  fome 

Reafons 
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Reafons  to  think  it  might  have  been  preferved  :  for  though  the  French 
Suo-ar- Planters  have  a  few  Advantages  over  the  Britijh  Sugar-Planters, 
yett  when  the  Advantages  and  Difadvantages  of  each  are  ftated,  I  am 
perfuaded  it  will  appear,  that  Britijh  Sugars  may  be  afforded  cheaper  in 
foreign  Markets,  than  French  Sugars  can  be  fold  there. 


The  Advocates  for  our  Sugar-Planters,  fay,  that  their  Lands  are  poor 
and  worn  out,  and  that  the  French  Sugar-Lands  are  frejh  and  fertile  .-—but 
thefe  are  equivocal  Affertions,  which  may  either  be  proved  or  difproved, 
according;  as  the  Cafe  is  ftated,  particularly  or  generally. 

It  is  true  that  the  poorejl  Land  in  the  Britijh  Sugar-Colonies,  will  not 
yield  fo  much  Sugar ,  upon  equal  Spaces,  as  the  befl  Land  in  the  French 
Colonies  •,  and  it  is  likewife  true,  that  fuch  Land  in  the  Britijh  Sugar- 
Colonies  as  hath  been  employed  a  Hundred  Tears  in  producing  Sugar-Canes, 
may  be  faid  to  be  worn  out ,  if  compared  with  JreJh  Land  in  the  French 
Su^ar-Colonies  :  But  it  is  not  true,  that  all  or  the  greateft  Part  of  the 
cultivated  Lands  in  the  French  Sugar-Colonies,  are  fertile  and  frejh  -,  or 
that  all  or  the  greateft  Part  of  the  cultivated  Lands  in  the  Britijh  Sug-ar- 
Colonies,  are  poor  and  worn  out. 

For  according  to  Mr.  Lahat' s  Account,  the  mod  fertile  Lands  in  the 
French  Su^ar-Colonies  did  not  yield  more  Sugar ,  upon  equal  Spaces,  than 
Mr.  Lizon  firft,  and  Sir  Hans  Shane  afterwards,  faid  were  produced  upon 
the  o-ood  Lands  in  Barhadoes  and  in  Jamaica ;  and  as  to  the  h  refhneis  of 
the  French  Sugar-Lands,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  both  the  Enghjh  and 
French  were  taught  the  Art  of  making  Sugar,  by  Dutch  Refugees  who 
were  driven  out  of  Brafil  by  the  Portuguefe,  foon  after  the  Lear  1640,  and 
went  to  Barhadoes,  St.  Cbrifopher’s,  Guadeloupe ,  &c. 

The  largeft  Crops  of  French  Sugar  which  I  find  mentioned  in  Mr.  Lahat' s 
Account  of  the  L«*  Sugar-Colonies,  were  from  Twe  « .Wen 
Hoglh-ads  of  Mufcovado  Sugar,  upon  a  Piece  of  Land  that  was  One 
Hundred  Paces  fquare  ;  and  fuch  Crops  were  not  ordinarily  yielded  upon 
the  Lands  which  produced  them,  but  only  when  the  Sugar-Canes  had  been 
well  looked  after,  when  they  were  cut  in  a  good  Seafon,  and  at  their  full 
Maturity  Of  ihich  Circumftances  it  is  neceffary  to  take  Notice  as 
neither  Sir  Hans  Shane,  nor  Mr.  Ligon,  were  fo  well  acquainted  with  the 
State  of  the CBritiJh  Sugar-Colonies,  as  Mr.  Labat  was  with  thofe  of  France, 
and^  therefore  the  two  former  have  contented  themfelves  with  mentioning 
what  was  a  great  Crop  of  Sugan  for  Sir  Hans  Shane -fays,  that  an  Acre 
of  Canes  fi n  Jamaica]  yields  fometinjes  4,000  [Pounds]  of  Sugar  ,  anc 
Mr  Then  fays  that  an  Acre  of  good  Canes  [in  Barhadoes ]  would  yield 1  4,000 
Pounds  Weight  of  Sugar,  and  that  none  would  yield  lefs  than  2,000  W  eig  . 
See  the  Introduction  to  Sir  H.  Shane's  Hiftory  of  Jamaica ,  Pages  1,  2  , 
and  Mr.  Ligon' s  Hiftory  of  Barhadoes,  Page  95. 

•p  Now 
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Now  in  order  to  make  a  Comparifon  between  thofe  Crops  of  French  and 
of  Britijh  Sugars ,  it  is  neceffary  to  afcertain  in  Englijh  Meafure,  the  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Land  contained  in  a  Square  of  ioo  French  Paces,  and  the  Number 
of  Pounds  that  a  Hogfhead  of  French  Sugar  weighed  ;  in  the  doing  of 
which,  Regard  muftbe  had  to  what  Mr.  Labat  hath  mentioned  concerning 
the  Extent  of  the  French  Pace,  and  the  Size  of  a  French  Sugar-Hoglhead  •, 
the  former  of  which,  he  fays,  contains  3I  Feet  in  Martinico,  but  only  3 
Feet  in  Guadeloupe ,  and  the  latter  contained  550  Pounds. 

So  that  it  is  eafy  to  determine  how  much  that  Crop  of  French  Sugar 
weighed;  for  16,  the  greateft  Number  of  Hogjheads ,  being  multiplied  by 
550,  the  Number  of  French  Pounds  in  each,  gives  Eight  Thoufand  Eight 
Hundred  of  thofe  Pounds  for  the  whole  Product :  but  it  is  not  fo  eafy" to 
determine  the  Quantity  of  Land  whereon  that  Sugar  was  produced,  becaufe 
the  nominal  Pace  contains  Half  a  Foot  more  in  Martinico  than  in  Guade¬ 
loupe  :  and  as  I  have  taken  the  greateft  Extreme  in  computing  the  Sugar , 
I  muft  not  do  the  like  in  Regard  to  the  Land. 

1  fhall  therefore  rate  the  Pace  at  Three  Feet  and  a  Quarter  French 
Meafure,  and  I  fhall  confider  both  the  Foot  and  the  Pound ,  in  this  Cafe, 
as  Englijh  ones ;  becaufe  I  find  that  they  exceed  our  Foot  and  Pound ,  in 
nearly  the  fame  Proportion,  and  confequently  no  material  Error  can  be 
thereby  produced  :  So  that  nothing  more  remains  to  be  done  in  this 
Matter,  than  to  afcertain  how  many  Acres  and  what  Part  of  an  Acre  of 
Land  are  contained  in  a  Square  of  Three  Hundred  and  Twenty-five  Englifb 
Feet ,  or  108^-  Yards ;  and  this  I  make  to  be  Two  Acres  2,056^  fquare 
Yards ,  or  fo  me  what  more  than  Two-Fifth  Parts  of  an  Acre. 

From  which  Quantity  of  the  belt  Lands  in  the  French  Sugar-ColonieS 
there  were  produced,  under  a  Concurrence  of  all  favourable  Circumftances, 
8,800  Pounds  of  brown  or  Mufcovado  Sugar ,  according  to  Mr.  Labat' s 
Account ;  but  from  the  like  Quantity  of  the  beft  Lands  in  Barbadoes ,  as 
well  as  in  Jamaica ,  there  were  produced  Nine  Thoufand  Six  Hundred 
Pounds  of  fuch  Sugar ,  according  to  the  Acounts  given  by  Sir  Hans-Sloane 
and  Mr.  Ligon ,  of  the  Produce  of  Sugar  upon  an  Acre. 

And  from  hence  it  may  with  good  Reafon  be  concluded,  that  the 
Britijh  Sugar-Colonies  contain  as  fertile  Lands  for  the  Produftion  of  Sugar , 
as  any  which  belong  to  the  French  Sugar-Planters ;  without  reckoning 
upon  the  Superiority  that  here  appears  in  our  Favour ;  for  that  will  ferve 
to  anfwer  fuch  Errors  as  Perfons,  who  are  better  acquainted  with  French 
Weights  and  Me  a fures ,  may  difcover  in  the  preceding  Redu&ions ;  though, 
according  to  the  Books  which  I  have  referred  to  for  Information,  thofe 
Errors  cannot  be  great. 

The  next  Thing  to  be  inquired  into,  is,  the  Frejhnefs  of  the  Lands  in 
the  French  Sugar- Colonies ;  and  this  depends  upon  the  Time  that  thofe 

Colonies 
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Colonies  firft  became  confiderable,  which  the  Advocates  for  our  Sugar- 
Planters  have  placed  about  Forty  Years  later  than  it  was,  and  thereby 
milled  many  Peribns  *  for  they  date  the  Rife  of  the  French  Sugar-Colonies, 
from  the  Year  1714,  when  the  Britifb  North  American  People  firft  fupplied 
them  with  Provi/ions ,  Lumber ,  &c.  5  and  Mr.  Ajhley  fays,  that  before  the 
Year  1716,  no  French  Sugars  were  known  to  be  imported  into  Hamburgh . 
See  his  Memoirs,  Part  I,  Page  77. 

But  it  appears  by  the  firft  Memorial  prefented  by  the  Deputies  of  the 
Council  of  Trade  in  France ,  to  the  Royal  Council,  in  the  Year  1701, 
that  the  French  Sugar-Colonies  had  been  in  a  powerful  and  flourilhing 
State,-  fo  long  ago  as  the  latter  Part  of  the  Reign  of  our  King  Charles  II : 
for  at  that  Time  there  were  above  Sixty  French  Ships  employed  in  their 
Tobacco  Trade  to  St.  Domingo ;  and  the  imperfedt  Account  there  given  of 
the  Numbers  of  People  in  their  feveral  Sugar-Colonies,  contains  enough  to 
fhew,  that  they  had  been  very  powerful. 

I  call  the  Account  imperfedt,  becaufe  it  mentions  the  State  of  fome 
Colonies,  in  their  Profperity  ;  of  others,  when  they  were  greatly  decayed ; 
and  doth  not  fpecify  what  Numbers  of  Inhabitants  there  had  been  in  Two 
of  their  Sugar-Colonies,  which  were  deftroyed  by  the  Englijh  in  King 
William's  War:  So  that  I  do  not  know  how  to  give  the  Reader  a  better 
Idea  of  the  former  profperous  State  of  the  French  Sugar-Colony  Trade 
(from  what  is  mentioned  in  that  Memorial)  than  by  faying,  it  employed  a 
Hundred  Sail  of  Ships  in  the  Year  1701,  and  yet  was  called  a  ruined 
Trade. 

As  to  what  our  commercial  Writers  have  faid  concerning  that  Trade,  I 
have  met  with  little  more  than  loofe  Hints,  which  feem  to  have  proceeded 
more  from  Conjecture  than  certain  Information,  excepting  what  is  men¬ 
tioned  by  Mr.  John  Collins ,  in  his  Plea  for  the  Importation  of  Iri/h  Cattle , 
publifhed  in  1680;  and  he,  in  fpeakingof  our  Sugar-Colonies,  fays,  “  How 
“  great  our  Lofs  of  Negroes,  and  Inhabitants  was  in  1666,  off  the  Hands  of 
4t  St.  Chrijlopher’s ,  Montferrat ,  and  Antego,  is  not  fo  proper  to  mention 
“  as  bewail,  in  regard  the  French  have  more  Ifiands  full  manned,  and  a 
“  confiderable  Fleet  commonly  abroad  in  thofe  Parts.”  Page  20. 

To  thefe  Accounts  I  fhall  add  an  Extradl  from  a  Manufcript  that  was 
prefented  to  a  great  Man  in  the  Reign  of  King  William. 

“  The  French  Sugar- Colonies  not  only  fupply  France  with  all  the  Sugar 
“  it  wants,  which  formerly  took  off  fome  Thoufands  of  Tons  of  Englijh 
“  Sugar ,  but  by  making  Dunkirk  Cuftom-free  for  Sugars ,  had  before  the 
“  War  [in  the  Reign  of  King  William ]  driven  the  Englijh  quite  out  of  the 
“  Sugar-Trade  in  Flanders ,  which  formerly  took  off  great  Quantities  of 
“  Englijh  Sugar,  and  alfo  fupply  the  Markets  of  Holland ,  Hamburgh ,  and 
“  Germany ;  and  by  Reafon  of  the  Nearnefs  of  Marfeilles  and  Toulon  to 

“  Italy , 


«  Italy,  the  French  are  able  to  fupply  the  Markets  of  Italy  and  the  Streights 
“  cheaper  than  the  Englijh  can. 

From  this  early  Increafe  of  the  French  Sugar-Colonies,  it  is  manifeft, 
that  the  Britijh  and  French  Sugar-Planters  are  nearly  upon  a  Par  in  regard 
to  the  Frejhnefs  of  their  Lands ,  excepting  fuch  Advantages  as  the  French 
have  gained  by  the  bad  Hufbandry  of  our  Planters;  whofe  Complaints  of 
their  Lands  being  worn  out ,  are  well  anfwered  in  a  Cafe  that  was  prefented 
to  Parliament  on  Behalf  oi  the  New  Englanders ,  wherein  it  is  faid,  that  it 
the  French  Lands  are  frefher  [than  the  Englijh  Lands ]  ’tis  becaufe  they  don  t 
tear  out  the  Heart  ot  them. 

The  like  Complaints  of  the  Englijh  Sugar-Lands  being  worn  out,  were 
made  by  the  Inhabitants  of  Barbadoes,  fo  long  ago  as  the  Reign  ot  King 
William  ;  and  yet  their  Succefibrs  have  been  able  of  late  Years  to  export 
about  twenty-five  Fhoufand  Hogtheads  of  Sugar  annually,  which  I  believe 
is  full  as  much  as  was  yearly  exported,  80  or  90  Years  ago ;  for  the 
Duty  of  44  per  Cent,  in  that  Ifland  was  farmed  for  feven  Years  from 
Chriflmas  1670,  at  £7  000  per  Annum,  and  I  have  good  Realon  to  believe 
it  did  not  produce  near  that  Sum  ;  whereas  the  Produce  thereof  fhould 
have  been  above  £10,000  a  Year,  if  25,000  Hogtheads  of  Sugar  had  been 
annually  exported  from  thence  at  that  Time. 

The  following  Extrad  from  another  printed  Paper,  that  was  written 
in  Behalf  of' the  Britijlo  North  American  People,  about  the  Year  1731, 
explains  how  our  Sugar-Planters  Lands  came  to  be  worn  out 

“  The  Flanders  (chiefly  the  Barbadians )  fay,  that  their  Lands  are  worn 
“  out,  and  require  a  greater  Charge  in  the  Cultivation,  and  therefore  they 
“  cannot  afford  their  Sugars  as  cheap  as  formerly. — If  it  be  fo  indeed, 
“  whom  have  they  to  blame  but  themfelves  ? — If  they  had  praftifed  the 
“  fame  good  Hufbandry  which  all  prudent  Men  do,  by  letting  a  compe- 
“  tent  Part  of  their  Lands  reft  for  a  Time,  they  might  have  kept  the 
“  whole  in  good  Condition  ;  and  though  they  would  not  then  indeed  have 
tc  reaped  fo  large  yearly  Crops,  yet  ’tis  evident  from  the  large  Eftates  we 
“  have  feen  raifed  by  them,  that  even  with  this  provident  Abatement  and 

frugal  Oeconomy,  they  might  have  fufficiently  enriched  themfelves,  and 
“  perhaps  have  found  their  Accounts  better  in  the  End,  fince  then  they 
“  might  have  managed  their  Bufinefs  with  a  much  lefs  Number  of  Slaves* 
“  than  are  now  requifite  for  their  annual  manuring.” 

*  In  one  of  Mr.  Bennett's  Letters  concerning  the  Sugar-Colonies,  it  is 
faid,  that  in  the  Y'ear  1676,  in  Sir  Jonathan  Atkins's,  Government,  the 
Number  of  white  Men  in  Barbadoes  alone,  was  computed  to  be  Twenty 
Thoufand  (befldes  Women  and  Children)  and  Eighty  Thoufand  Negroes , 
Page  35  in  the  2d  Edition;  but  in  the  Year  1724,  the  Number  of  white 
Men  in  that  Ifland,  able  to  bear  Arms,  was  only  Four  Thoufand  Eight 
Hundred  and  Twelve,  according  to  the  Reprefentation  from  the  Board  of 
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Trade,  &c.  Page  9;  and  about  the  Year  1740,  the  Number  of  Negroes 
there,  was  ufually  Sixty  Thoufand. — JJhlef  s  Memoirs,  Part  I.  Page  71. 

So  that  when  the  Illand  of  Barbadoes  contained  above  Twenty  Thoufand 
white  People  and  aboutTwentyThoufand  MORE  than  it  hath  done 

of  late  Years,  the  annual  Produce  of  Sugar  there,  was  about  Twenty-five 
Thoufand  Hogfheads,  which  was  ufually  fold  at  Ten  Shillings  per  100  lb. 
by  the  Planters  •,  and  as  of  late  Years,  their  SuccefTors  have  produced  the 
fame  Quantity  of  Sugar  annually,  with  20,000  Negroes  lefs  than  were 
employed  for  the  like  Product  Eighty  Years  ago,  and  alfo  with  a  much 
lefs  Number  of  white  People,  it  is  evident,  that  Sugar  ought  to  be  cheaper 
now  than  formerly,  on  this  Account  alone. 

But  as  there  are  other  Reafons  for  expetting  fach  Cheapnefs,  I  fhall 
mention  what  l  have  to  fay  farther  on  that  Head,  in  its  proper  Place, 
and  continue  the  Comparifon  between  the  Advantages  and  Difad  vantages 
of  the  Britijh  and  French  Sugar-Planters. 

Concerning  the  Numbers  of  white  People  employed  in  the  Britijh 

and  French  Sugar-Colonies. 

The  French  Sugar-Planters  employ  a  much  greater  Number  of  white 
People,  in  Proportion  to  the  Number  of  their  Negroes,  than  are  employed 
by  the  Britijh  Sugar-Planters,  and  by  that  Means  make  their  Sugar- 
Colonies  much  flronger  than  our  Sugar-Colonies  are  •,  for  according  to 
the  Evidence  given  by  Captain  Fayrer  Hall  before  a  Committee  of 
The  Honourable  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  April  1731,  and  foon  after 
printed  by  his  Direttion,  the  French  have  One  white  Man  to  every  Three 
Negroes,  whereas'  the  Englijh  have  only  One  white  Man  to  Twenty 
Negroes. 

This  was  not  formerly  the  Cafe  in  our  Sugar-Colonies,  but  Thirjl  after 
Gain  hath  made  it  fo  of  late  Years  ;  for  Negroes  do  not  receive  either 
Wages,  decent  Cloathing,  or  Chriftian  Treatment,  and  as  Britijh  Ser¬ 
vants  mull  have  fuch  Things,  the  Sugar-Planters  keep  very  few  white 
People  ;  but  by  fo  doing,  our  Planters  have  a  great  Advantage  over  the 
French  Sugar-Planters,  who  employ  Six  or  Seven  Times  as  many  of  their 
own  Country-People  ;  for  even  French  Servants  in  the  JVeJl- Indies  do 
undoubtedly,  one  Way  or  other,  coll  their  French  Mailers  Forty  Shillings 
a  Year  more  per  Man  or  Woman,  than  the  Purchafe-Money,  Mainte¬ 
nance,  and  Cloathing  of  a  like  Number  of  Negroe-Men  or  Women 
come  to. 

But  as  on  the  other  Hand,  Britijh  Servants  in  our  Colonies  are  better* 
paid,  cloathed,  and  fed,  than  French  Servants  are  in  the  French  Colonies, 
the  increafed  Charge  to  the  French  Sugar-Planters,  by  employing  lo  much 
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greater  Numbers  of  white  People,  muft  be  lower  rated  on  this  Account  •, 
and  therefore,  inftead  of  eftimating  that  increafed  Charge  conformably  to 
the  proportional  Numbers  of  white  Servants  (6  or  7  to  1)  1  fhall  compute 
upon  only  Thirty  Thoufand,  which,  at  Forty  Shillings  annually  per  Head, 
makes  this  Difadvantage  of  the  French  Sugar-Planters,  to  be  Sixty  Thoufand 
Founds  a  Year. 

Concerning  the  Supplies  of  Negroes  for  the  Britifl:  and  French 

Sugar-Colonies. 

The  annual  Supply  of  Negroes  for  the  Cultivation  of  Sugar ,  is  the 
greateft  Article  of  Expence  attending  the  Sugar-Colonies,  and  in  this 
Refpedft,  the  BritifJo  Sugar- Planters  have  all  along  had  a  confiderable 
Advantage  over  the  French  Sugar-Planters  ;  for  the  great  Number  of 
Britiflo  Forts  and  Fa&ories  eftablifhed  on  the  Coaft  of  Africa,  have  con- 
ftantly  kept  the  Slave- Trade  open  to  our  African  Traders,  and  enabled 
them  to  purchafe  much  greater  Numbers  of  Negroes  than  were  wanted  for 
the  Britifh  Colonies. 

Infomuch,  that  for  Forty  Years  pad,  the  Britifh  Traders  to  Africa , 
have  not  only  fupplied  our  Sugar ,  Tobacco ,  &c.  Colonies  with  fufficient 
Numbers  of  Negroes ,  at  moderate  Prices,  but  have  like  wife  been  able  to 
furnifh  feveral  Thoufands  yearly,  for  the  Spanifh  Colonies ;  while  on  the 
other  Hand,  the  French ,  for  Want  of  a  proper  Number  of  Forts  and 
Factories  upon  the  African  Coaft,  have  been  very  indifferently  fupplied 
with  Negroes ,  at  leaft,  they  have  not  been  well  fupplied  by  the  African 
Traders  of  their  own  Nation. 

But  it  feerns  that  prefent  Gain  induced  our  Sugar-Planters  to  furnifh  the 
French  with  Negroes ;  for  the  Britifh  North  American  People  fay,  that  the 
main  Caufe  of  the  very  great  Increafe  of  the  French  Sugar- Plantations  on 
the  Hand  of  Hifpaniola  [or  St.  Domingo ]  was,  their  being  conjlantly  fupplied 
with  Negroes  from  Jamaica ;  and  I  have  not  met  with  any  Reply  to 
this  Charge,  though  it  was  publifhed  when  there  was  a  great  Conteft 
between  the  Northern  Colonies  and  the  Sugar-Colonies,  and  when  it 
was  the  Intereft  of  the  Sugar-Planters  to  fet  forth  every  Article  of  national 
Merit  that  they  could  by  any  Means  attribute  to  themfelves. 

,  *v 

Concerning  the  Supplies  of  failed  Beef,  Pork,  Butter,  Fifh ,  Lumber s 
Horjes,  &c.  for  the  Britifh  and  French  Sugar-Colonies. 

As  both  th eBritifh  and  French  Sugar-Planters  trade  to  the  fame  Markets, 
or  with  the  fame  People,  for  thefe  Commodities,  neither  of  them  can 
have  any  material  Advantage  over  the  other,  at  leaft,  1  do  not  know  of 
any  fuch  Advantage  *  and  as  to  the  Difadvantage  that  our  Sugar-Planters 
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feem  to  "be  under,  by  paying  Money  for  Part  of  their  Supplies  from  the 
Northern  Colonies,  I  have  already  fhewn,  that  this  Lofs  and  many  others 
fall  upon  their  Mother-Country,  and  not  upon  them. 

Concerning  the  Taxes  paid  in  the  Britijb  and  French  Sugar-Colonies. 

The  Advocates  for  the  Britijh  Sugar- Planters  fay,  that  French  Sugar  is 
charged  with  only  One  perCent.  for  Duty  in  the  French  Colonies  *  and 
from  thence  it  may  be  inferred,  that  the  French  Sugar-Planters  are  not 
charged  with  any  other  Impojts ;  but  upon  looking  into  fome  of  the 
commercial  Regulations  made  by  the  late  French  King,  I  find  there  were 
formerly  Two  other  Faxes  in  the  French  Sugar-Colonies,  from  which  the 
French  Planters  in  St.  Chrijlopher’s  were  exempted  for  4  Years,  in  Confi- 
deration  of  their  Lofies  by  War. 

Now  though  thofe  Taxes  may  have  been  long  fince  taken  off,  without 
jay  in  any  others,  yet,  that  may  not  have  been  the  Cafe,  and  therefore  1 
wifh  °that  fome  Perfon  who  is  well  informed  of  the  State  of  the  French 
Sugar-Colonies,  would  publicly  fay  how  that  Matter  is  ;  for  I  do  not 
know  that  there  is  any  Tax  laid  upon  Sugar  in  Jamaica ,  either  before  or 
on  Exportation  from  thence,  and  yet  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Ifiand  raife, 
by  Taxes  on  other  Things,  as  much  Money  as  defrays  the  Charges  of  their 
civil  Government. 

Of  which  Taxes ,  as  well  as  of  the  Duty  of  Four  and  a  half  per  Cent,  in 
Barbadoes ,  and  in  the  Britijb  Leeward  IJlands ,  Mr.  AJhley  hath  given  very 
particular  Accounts  in  his  Memoirs  concerning  the  Trade  and  Revenues 
of  the  Britijb  Colonies  in  America ;  and  thofe  Accounts,  together  with 
what  he  hath  mentioned  in  relation  to  the  Manner  of  accounting  foi  the 
Duty  of  4 ~  per  Cent.  &c.  give  Reafon  to  think,  that  one  Way  or 
other,  there  is  near  Forty  Tboufand  Pounds  a  Year  railed  for  public  P  axes 
in  all*  the  Britijh  Sugar-Colonies, 


Concerning  the  Prices  for  which  the  Britijh  and  French  Sugar- 
Planters  fell  their  Melajfes  and  Rum. 

The  Price  of  Sugar  depends  much  upon  the  Prices  of  Melajfes  and  Rum  \ 
For  as  thofe  Three  Commodities  are  all  produced  from  the  Sugar-Cane ,  the 
more  Money  the  Sugar-Planters  receive  for  the  Two  latter,  the  cheaper 
will  they  be  able  to  fell  the  former ;  but  the  Advocates  for  our  Sugar- 
Planters  would  have  it  be  believed,  that  the  French  Sugar-Planters  ufed  to 
throw  away  their  Melajfes ,  before  the  Britijh  North  American  Peop  e  took 
it  in  exchange  for  the  Proviftons ,  Lumber ,  Horjes ,  &c,  wherewith  they 

i'upplied  the  French  Sugar-Colonies.  .  .  -t 

Mr.  AJhley,  in  fpeaking  of  this  Trade  between  the  Britijh  Northern 

Colonies  and  the  French  Sugar-Colonies,  fays,  that  by  Means  thereo^t^e 
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French  can  afford  Sugar  near  One-Third  cheaper  than  they  could,  when 
they  flung  away  their  Melajfes  for  Want  of  a  Britijh  Vent.  Memoirs 
Part  iff,  Pages  31,  32 — But  he  hath  left  other  People  to  find  out  the 
Time  when  this  was  done,  and  to  take  that  for  a  Faft  which  he  hath  not 
afferted  to  be  one  ;  for  if  the  French  never  flung  away  their  Melajfes  for 
Want  of  a  Britijh  Vent,  what  he  hath  Jeemingly  afferted ,  comes  to  nothing 
at  all. 

And  there  is  even  a  farther  Ule  in  this  dextrous  Aflertion  of  Mr  Ajhley's  -r 
for  fuch  Perfons  as  have  not  inquired  into  Things  of  this  Sort,  may  be 
thereby  induced  to  believe,  that  Great  Britain  and  the  Britijh  Dominions 
are  the  only  Countries  wherein  Melajfes  can  be  fold  ;  but  neither  of  thefe 
Things  either  are,  or  ever  were  true  in  a  general  Senfe  ;  nor  can  any  Per- 
fon  reafonably  imagine  that  the  lower  Claffes  of  People  in  other  Coun¬ 
tries  do  not  ufe  Treacle ,  ( Melajfes )  to  fweeten  fome  of  their  Eatables, 
and  to  make  drinkable  Liquors,  when  he  confiders  that  great  Quantities 
of  Treacle  are  lb  ufed  by  the  poorer  Sort  of  our  own  People. 

In  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  II.  this  Nation  was  fo  far  from  wanting, 
foreign  Melajfes ,  that  there  were  Three  Thoufmd  334  Tons  of  that  Com¬ 
modity  exported  from  hence  to  Holland ,  in  One  Year  ending  at  Michael¬ 
mas  1 669,  as  appears  by  Dr.  Davenant's  Report,  Part  2d,  Page  6  ;  and 
the  faid  Export  is  there  valued  at  Fifty  feven  Thoufand  510  Pounds, 
which  fhews  that  Melajfes  was  a  confiderable  Article  in  Holland  and  other 
Countries,  as  well  as  in  England  ;  for  according  to  that  Valuation  thereof, 
the  then  Price  muff  have  been  Seventeen  Pounds  per  Ton,  or£8:io:o 
per  Hogfhead,  including  Freight  to  England ,  Port-Charges,  and  Englijh 
Merchants  Profits. 

Now  as  there  hath  conflantly  been  a  great  Trade  carried  on  between  the 
French  and  Butch ,  even  when  they  were  at  War  againjl  each  other ,  it  is 
extremely  natural-  to  think  that  the  French  Sugar-Planters,  as  well  as  the 
Englijh,  fold  a  great  Part  of  their  Melajfes  in  Holland ,  at  that  Time  ;  and 
the  Treaty  of  Commerce  which  was  concluded  between  France  and  Holland 
in  the  Year  1699,  doth  in  a  M'annfer  prove  that  this  was  the  Cafe;  for 
though  there  are  only  Nine  Sorts  of  French  Commodities  fpecified  in  that 
Treaty,  yet  is  Melajfes  one  of  them  ;  and  the  high  Duty  of  Five  Florins 
per  Hundredweight  [above  Eight  Pounds  Sterling  per  Ton]  is  thereby 
ffipulated  to  be  paid  upon  the  Importation  of  that  Commodity  from  France 
into  Holland ;  than  which  there  need  not  a  better  Proof  of  former  great 
Confumption  of  French  Melajfes  there. 

And  according  to  Mr.  Labat’s  Account,  th e  French  Sugar-Planters,  at 
that  Time,  did  not  only  make  Rum,  which  he  calls  very  good  Merchandize , 
but  had  even  a  more  profitable  Way  of  employing  their  Melajfes,  by 
making  coarfe  Sugar  from  it :  So  that  upon  the  Whole,  there  is  great 
Reafon  to  believe,  that  the  French  Sugar- Planters  did  formerly  make  as 
much  Profit  by  their  Melajfes  and  Rum  as  the  Britifo  Sugar- Planters  made 
by  theirs,  although  they  have  not  done  fo  of  late  Years.  For 
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For  the  great  Confumption  of  Rum  in  this  Kingdom,  hath  not  only 
raifed  the  Price  of  Britijh  Rim ,  to  Double  or  Treble  what  it  was  before, 
but  hath  raifed  the  Price  oi  Britijh  Melajfes  alfo,  as  much  greater  Quan¬ 
tities  thereof  are  now  ufed  for  making  of  Rum  ;  and  this  hath  been  pro¬ 
ductive  of  confiderable  Advantage  to  the  French  Sugar-Planters,  by  cauf- 
ing  a  great  Confumption  of  French  Melajfes  and  Rum  in  the  Britijh  North 
American  Colonies,  which  muft  neceffarily  have  raifed  the  Prices  of  thofe 
Commodities. 

Our  Sugar-Planters  likewife  have  another  confiderable  Advantage  over 
the  French  Sugar-Planters,  in  regard  to  Melajfes ,  which  arifes  from  there 
having  been  of  late  Years,  about  Fen  Fhoufand  Hoglheads  of  that  Com¬ 
modity  annually  diftilled  in  Great  Britain  ;  whereas  all  fuch  Diflillation  of 
Melajfes  in  France ,  as  well  as  the  Confumption  of  Rum  there,  are  undoubt¬ 
edly  prevented  ;  as  the  fame  carinot  be  permitted  without  doing  great 
Prejudice  to  that  Kingdom,  by  vaftly  diminilliing  the  Confumption  of 
their  Brandy. 

Nor  can  the  French ,  confidently  with  the  Intereft  of  France ,  encourage 
the  Confumption  of  French  Rum  preferably  to  French  Brandy ,  either  in 
this  Country  or  in  any  other  Country  in  Europe ;  and  as  to  importing 
French  Melaffes  into  Great  Britain ,  excepting  what  may  be  fraudulently 
imported  by  way  of  the  Britijh  Sugar-Colonies,  that  is  barred  by  a  Duty 
of  Seven  Pounds  Fen  Shillings  per  Ton  MORE  than  Britijh  Melajfes  is 
charged  with  here. 

All  which  Matters  being  confidered,  there  appears  to  me  good  Reafon 
for  believing  that  the  increafed  Advantages  which  our  Sugar-Planters  re^ 
ceive  by  thefe  feveral  Means*  in  the  Articles  of  Melajfes  and  Rum ,  do 
amount  to  Seventy-Jive  Thoufand  Pounds  a  Year  ;  but  from  this  Sum  1 
fhall  deduct  One-Fhird  Part,  on  account  of  the  increafed  Advantages 
arifing  to  the  French  Sugar-Planters  from  felling  their  Melajfes  and  Rum 
at  better  Prices,  by  Means  of  the  Confumption  thereof  in  the  Britijh 
North  American  Colonies  ;  and  that  will  reduce  the  Advantages  which 
th t  Britijh  Sugar-Planters  have  over  the  French  Sugar- Planters,  in  the  Ar¬ 
ticles  of  Melajfes  and  Rum,  to  Fifty  Thoufand  Pounds  a  Year,  according 
'to  my  Computation. 

Concerning  the  Prices  of  Britijh  and  of  French  FREIGHT  from 
the  Britijh  and  French  Sugar-Colonies  to  Europe. 

The  Freight  of  Sugar  from  the  IVeJl-India  Colonies  makes  a  very  confi¬ 
gurable  Part  of  the  Price  for  which  it  is  fold  in  Europe ■,  and  in  this  Re- 
Tpeft  the  Britijh  Sugar- Planters  have  conftantly  had  another  great  Advan¬ 
tage  over  the  French  Sugar-Planters  •,  for  although,  according  to  Mr.  Ajh- 
iefs  Account,  the  French  found  Means  to  lower  the  Prices  of  their  Freight 
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for  Sugar,  within  a  few  Years  preceding  the  Year  1740]  from  ^en  and 
Twelve  Shillings,  to  Five  and  Six  Shillings  per  Hundred  Weight,  yet 
was  it  flill  coniiderably  higher  than  Briiijh  Freight.  Memoirs,  Part  I. 
Page  31. 

Captain  Fey Ter  Hall ,  whom  I  have  already  mentioned,  fays,  that  no 
“  People  who  trade  in  or  to  the  Weft- Indies,  navigate  fo  cheap,  or  cany 
“  any  Commodities' in,  to,  or  from  the  W ft- Judies,  for  fo  little  Money  as 
«  the  Englijh  do.”— he  likewife  fays,  that  the  Proportion  between  the 
Prices  of  French  and  of  Englijh  Freight,  for  the  fame  Diftances  [before 
the  Year  1731]  is,  as  Five  to  5 three  and  a  half :  and  as,  in  the  Evidence 
given  by  him  before  a  Committee  of  The  Honourable  Houfe  of  Commons, 
he  mentions  his  having  been  in  every  inhabited  Ifland  in  the  Wejl- Indies, 
there  cannot  be  any  Doubt  of  his  having  known  the  Prices  of  foreign 
Weft -India  Freight  in  general,  as  well  as  of  French  Weft -India  Freight  in 
particular. 

But  I  very  much  doubt  Mr.  AJhley’s  Sincerity,  in  regard  to  French 
Freight  being  lowered  Five  or  Six  Shillings  per  Hundred  Weight,  within 
a  few  Years  preceding  the  Year  1740  •,  as  Captain  Hall.,  who  was  employ¬ 
ed  in  the  Weft- India  and  North  American  Trades  for  Twenty  Years  pre¬ 
ceding  the  Year  1731,  doth  not  take  Notice  of  any  iuch  Reduction  in  the 
Price  of  French  Freight:  and  when  it  is  confidered,  that  for  a  Century 
paft,  excepting  in  Times  of  War,  the  French  have  had  a  great  Share  in 
the  Newfoundland  Fifhery,  which  depends  very  much  upon  the  Pi  ice  of 
Freight,  and  have  been  able  to  vye,  in  foreign  Markets,  with  our  New¬ 
foundland  Traders,  I  do  not  fee  how  it  can  be  believed  that  French  Freight 
hath  at  any  Time,  in  Peace,  been  double  the  Price  of  Englijh  Freight. 

Nor  can  I  look  upon  this  Fall  of  5  or  6  Shillings  per  Cent.  fo.  in  the 
Price  of  French  Freight,  within  a  few  Tears  preceding  the  Year  1740,  as 
any  Thing  more  than  an  imaginary  Fall  created  by  Mr.  Afhley ,  to  make 
People  believe,  that  the  Britifh  Sugar-Planters  were  not  able  to  recover 
the  foreign  European  Sugar-Trade,  even  after  the  Legiflature  had  granted 
them  the  neceffary  Privileges  for  that  Purpofe  •,  becaufe  tire  fame  Mr.  Aft>- 
ley  hath  given  a  different  Account  of  this  Matter,  in  his  Obfervations  on 
fa  direbt  Exportation-  of  Sugar,  pubKfhed  in  the  Year  1735  >.  ^or  t^er<: 
fays,  that  “  French  Freight  is  Seven  or  Eight  Shillings  per  Flu nd red,  and 
“  was  formerly  at  Twelve  Shillings  per  Hundred,  before  they  traded  with 
“  New  England  and  had  large  Ships  at  fir  It  Hand  in  Return  lor  their  Rim 
“'and  "Aiclaffes.”  Page  15— 

So  that  French  Freight  is  here  faid  to  be  7  or  8  Shillings  per  Cent.  la.  at 
the  Time  it  fhould  have  been  10  or  12  Shillings  perCent.  lb.  according. to 
Mr.  Afhley  s  other  Account ;  and  what  he  called  formerly  in  the  Year  1734, 
he  called  within  thefe  few  Years, ,  in  the  Year  1740.— But  this  is  a  dextrous 
Way  of  leading  People  to  make  falfe  Conclufions,  without  exprefsly  faying 
the  Thin ?  that  is  not .— 

Now 
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Now  as  the  French  Sugar-Planters  have  traded  with  the  New  England 
People  ever  fince  the  Year  1714,  the  Reduction  which  that  Trade ^en¬ 
abled  the  French  to  make  in  the  Price  of  their  Freight  from  the  W$ -Indies 
to  Europe ,  muft  have  been  made  within  a  very  fow  Years  after  the  Com-  - 
mencement  of  the  faid  Trade,  even  according  to  what  Mr .  Ajhley  hath  faid 
in  his  Obfervations  on  a  diredt  Exportation  of  Sugar  ;  and  as  we  did  not 
wholly  lofe  the  foreign  European  Sugar-1  rade  till  the  Yeai  1 73 7»  ie 
a  fore  fa  id  Reduftion  in  the  Price  of  French  Freight,  neither  could  be  the 
Caufe  of  thatLofs,  nor  an  Obftacle  to  our  regaining  the  faid  1  rade,  lines 
the  Contrary  is  undeniably  proved,  by  a  great  Re-exportation  of  Sugar 
from  hence,  and  by  the  vail  Diladvantages  under  which  it  was  re-exported. 

For  during  the  Years  1729,  30,  31  and  32,  when  French  Freight  was 
not  only  at  Five  Shillings  per  Cent.  lb.  according  to  Captain  Hall  s  Account, 
but  French  Sugar  was  permitted  to  be  exported  diredtly  from  their  Sugai- 
Colonies  to  foreign  Markets,  there  were  annually  re-exported  fi pm  Great 
BritaTto  foreign  Countries,  near  Ten  Fhoufand  Hogflieads  of  Sugar  ■ 
flthough  the  raid  Sugar  was  fent  to  Market  with  the Cl,arf 
Freight,  which  French  Sugar  was  not  then  fubjefted  to,  and  with  the  far- 
, hei°Charge  of  Nine  Pence  per  Cent.  lb.  for  Britijh  Duty  not  drawn  back 
upon  Re-exportation;  which  extraordinary  Charges  upon  our  Sugar,  a. 
that  Time,  amounted  to  about  Three  Shillings  and  Nine  Pence  per.  Cent.  It?. 

So  that  when  Britijh  Sugar  was  loaded  with  an  increafed  Charge  of  3^ 
fer  1T2  Pounds,  from  which  French  Sugar  was  at  the  fame  lime  exempt¬ 
ed,  the  Britijh  Sugar-Planters  were  fo  far  able  to  preserve  the T< *«gn  - 

rouean  Sucrar-Trade,  that  there  were  annually,  and  for  Seven  Years^  re 
exported  from  Great  Britain ,  about  Fen  Fhoufand  Hogfheads  of  ,ugar  ;  but 
frmn  the  Time  that  the  Legiflature  was  pleafed,  upon  the  Representations 
of  the  Britijh  Sugar-Planters,  to  put  them  in  a  Capaaty  ortendmg  their 
torar  to  foreign  Markets  Ss.  gd.  per  11 2  Pounds  CHLAi  LK  than  they 
could  when  10  000  Hogfheads  of  Sugar  were  annually  re-exported  from 
hence,  the  faid  Planters  have  WHOLLY  LOST  the  foreign  European 
Sugar-Trade. 

And  if  it  be  aiked,  how  this  came  top'afs,  the  Sugu-iVntciC  FO.ur  :  , 
wilt  fav  that  in  fuch  a  Year  the  Sugar-Canes  mere  blighted,  in  iuch  a  .ear 
,ha  mere  burnt  up  for  want  of  Ram,  and  in  fuch  a  Year  there  was  a  great 
Hurricane  k  that  by  the  alternate  Help  of  thofe  Three  Outfit,  a t  ,s  eafy 
toSHEW  why  Great  Britain  hath  not  been  in-full  Pofieffioo  ot  the  foreign 
European  SuJ- Trade  ever  fince  the  Year  t7d9  :  buff  any  Perlon  wouk, 
know  the  TRUE  CAUSE  of  our  not  having -had  the  laid  profitaol- 
Branch  of  Trade  for  Twenty  Years  paft,  I  muft  beg  Leave  to  tell  him,  it 
hath  been  occafioned  by  not  permitting  foreign  Sugar  to  be  1  ‘ 

this  Kingdom,  upon  the  Payment  of  only  mcderate-Dutus--, for  the  Want :  Qt 
filch  a  Permilfionput  it  in  the  Power  of  che£ rilijh  Sugar-Planters,  to  make 
a  Monopoly  of  Sugar  here ;  and  the  monopolizing  ot  that  Commod^a 


in 
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Home  being  Five  ‘times  As  profitable  to  them.  As  felling  Sugar  Abroad* 
they  have  taken  CONSTANT  CARE  to  do  the  ONE,  °but  have  left  the 
FRENCH  to  do  the  OTHER. 

The  Price  of  French  Freight  being  to  the  Price  of  Englifh  Freight  in  the 
Proportion  of  Five  to  Three  and  a  half ,  and  Britifh  Sugars  being  ufually 
brought  from  the  Britifh  Sugar-Colonies  to  Great  Britain ,  for  Three 
Shillings  and  Six  Pence  per  Hundred  Weight,  or  Three  Pounds  Ten  Shil¬ 
lings  per  Ton  ;  the  ufual  Price  of  bringing  French  Sugars  from  their  Sugars 
Colonies  to  France ,  mull  be  Five  Shillings  per  Hundred  Weight,  or  Five 
Pounds  per  Ton;  which  is  Eighteen  Pence  a  Hundred  Weight,  or  Thirty 
Shillings  a  Ton  MORE  than  is  paid  for  the  Freight  of  Britifh  Sugars 
and  this  Advantage  alone,  fhould  fecure  to  Great  Britain  the  foreign  Eu¬ 
ropean  Sugar-Trade,  if  it  was  the  only  one  in  our  Favour. 

For  Eighteen  Pence  per  Cent.  Ih.  comes  to  Eighteen  Shillings  per  Hogf- 
head,  and  that  amounts  to  Sixty-three  Thou  land  Pounds  upon  Seventy 
Thoufand  Hogfheads  of  Sugar ,  which  is  the  Quantity  ufually  computed 
to  be  annually  brought  from  our  Colonies  to  Europe  •,  and  to  this  mud  be 
added  a  farther  Sum,  on  apeount  of  the  Saving  in  Britifh  Freight  of  Rum 
and  Melaffes  toJEurop which  probably  may  be  Seventeen  Thoufand  Pounds 
more,  and  will  make  the  whole  Advantage  to  the  Britifc  Sugar-Planters, 
over  the  French  Sugar-Planters,  in  the  Article  of  Freight ,  to  be  Eighty 
thoufand  Pounds  a  Tear. 

An  AB  STRACT  of  this  comparative  Account  of  the  Advantages 
and  Difadvantages  which  the  Britifh  and  the  French  Sugar-Planters 
have,  or  are  under,  with  refped  to  each  other. 

The  fuperior  Advantages 
French  Britifh 

By  the  natural  Fertility  of  their  Lands  .  .  None  None 

By  the  Frefhnefs  of  their  Lands  .  .  .  .  Some  4  ^^anced  by 

C  Negroes 

By  the  difproportional  Numbers  of  white  Servants  .  £  60,000 

By  the  Supplies  of  Negroes  ....  ,  lSome 

By  the  Supplies  of  Beef  Pork ,  Sec.  from  Ireland  None  None 
By  the  Supplies  of  Provifions ,  Lumber,  Sec. 

from  North  America  .......  None  None 

By  Taxes . £  40,000 

By  Melaffes  and  Rum  ...........  £  50,000 

By  Freight . *  .  .  £  80,000 

The  general  Ballance  in  Favour  of  the  Britifh 
Sugar-Planters,  according  to  this  Account,  is, 
per  Annum  .  .  .........  £150,000 

£190,000  £190,000 


I  do 
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I  do  not  expert  the  'Brilijh  Sugar-Planters  to  acknowledge  that  they 
have  fuch  great  Advantages  over  the  French  Sugar- Planters,  or  indeed, 
any  Advantage  at  all ;  as  fuch  an  Acknowledgment  would  be  contrary  to 
their  former  Reprefentations,  and  be  admitting,  in  other  Words,  that  our 
Lofs  of  the  foreign  European  Sugar-Trade  hath  been  owing  to  them  ;  but 
the  Re-exportation  of  great  Quantities  of  Sugar  from  this  Kingdom  to 
foreign  Countries,  for  Seven  Years  after  the  French  Sugar-Planters  were 
permitted  to  export  their  Sugar  and  other  Commodities  diredlly  to  foreign 
European  Markets,  doth  plainly  fhew,  that  the  aforelaid  Advantages,  in 
favour  of  our  Sugar-Planters,  muft  have  been  as  great  as  I  have  here  re- 
prefented. 

For  according  to  Mr.  AJhlef s  Computation,  Ten  Hoglheads  of  Sugar 
fent  from  the  Britijh  Sugar-Colonies  to  Great  Britain  and  re-exported  from 
thence  to  Hamburgh ,  do  colt  Eighteen  Pounds  and  Two  Pence  MORE  for 
Freight ,  Port-Charges ,  Interejt ,  &c.  than  the  like  Quantity  of  Sugar  fent 
diredtly  from  thofe  Colonies  to  that  City,  which  increafed  Charges  come 
to  Three  Shillings  per  Cent.  lb.  of  Sugar  \  and  as  during  the  faid  Seven 
Years,  Britijh  Sugar  was  not  only  fubjedted  to  fuch  increafed  Charges, 
but  had  a  Britijh  Duty  upon  it  of  Nine  Pence  per  Cent.  lb.  there  could  not 
have  been  near  Ten  Thoufand  Hogfheads  of  Sugar  yearly  re-exported  from 
hence  to  foreign  Markets,  under  fuch  great  D  i fad  van  t  ages  if  the  fame  had 
not  been  ballanced  by  other  Means. 

But  the  preceding  Ballance  of  One  Hundred  and  Fifty  Thoufand  Pounds 
a  Year,  comes  to  only  Three  Shillings  and  Seven  Pence  per  Hundred 
Weight,  on  Seventy  Thoufand  Hogfheads  of  Sugar ,  which  doth  not  quite 
equal  the  then  increafed  Charges  on  Britifh  Sugar  re-exported  from  hence 
to  Hamburgh  •,  and  according  to  Mr.  Afhlef  s  own  Shewing,  Three  Shil¬ 
lings  and  Seven  Pence  per  Cent .  lb.  of  Sugar  was  much  fhort  of  the  then 
increafed  Charges  on  Britifh  Sugar  re-exported  to  the  Southern  Ports  [in 
Spain ,  Italy i  &c.]  Memoirs,  Part  ift,  Pages  99  and  tor. 

For  in  the  former  of  thofe  Pages  he  rates  the  Freight  of  Sugar  from 
hence  to  Hamburgh ,  at  Six  Shillings  and  Eight  Pence  per  Hogfhead,  and 
after  calling  that  a  medium  Price  to  all  the  Northern  Ports  [in  Ruffia,  Sweden * 
Denmark ,  Germany ,  Holland ,  &c.]  he  fays,  “  but  the  Freight  to  the  Southern- 
Ports  is  above  twice  as  much.”—* And  when  it  is  farther  confidered,  how 
frugally  the  French  Sugar-Planters  live,  and  how  Extravagance  prevails  in 
•the  Britifh  Sugar-Colonies,  there  will  appear  abundant  Reafon  for  thinking 
that  the  Britifh  Sugar- Planters  have  greater  Advantages,  over  the  French 
Sugar-Planters,  than  I  have  reprefented. 

Our  Sugar- Planters  probably  will  fay,  that  they  cannot  afford  their 
Sugar  fo  cheap  as  it  was  generally  fold  in  this  Kingdom,  during  the  Years 
iy 29,  30,  31  and  32  ;  but  their  faying  of  this  will  not  fignify  any  thing, 

I  unlefs 
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unlefs  they  can  make  it  appear  that  the  Ballance,  by  them  received  from 
Great  Britain  in  thofe  Four  Years,  did  not  amount  to  Three  Hundred 
Thoufand  Pounds  per  Annum :  and  as,  after  giving  the  Sugar-Planters  all 
the  Help  I  fairly  can  in  this  Matter  (fee  Page  12)  their  annual  Ballance 
from  this  Kingdom,  during  that  Interval,  came  to  Six  Hundred  Thoufand 
Pounds ,  out  of  which  they  had  not  more  than  Two  Hundred  Thoufand 
Pounds  to  pay  upon  all  their  other  lawful  Trade,  it  is  in  vain  for  tnem  to 
pretend  that  they  cannot  afford  Sugar  at  fuch  Prices  as  it  was  then  com¬ 
monly  fold. 

For  that  vaft  annual  Ballance  undeniably  proves,  that  the  Britijh  Sugar- 
Planters  could  more  than  afford  to  continue  telling  their  Sugar  at  luch 
Prices;  and  the  faid  Re-exportation  of  Sugar  from  hence  to  foreign  Mar¬ 
kets,  very  clearly  fhews,  that  the  increafed  Charges  of  Three  Shillings  and 
Nine  Pence  per  Cent.  Vo.  of  Sugar ,  did  not  incapacitate  them  from  vying 
with  the  French  Sugar-Planters :  but  our  Sugar-Planters  have  been  ex¬ 
empted  from  thofe  increafed  Charges  ever  fince  the  Year  1739,  and  there¬ 
by  enabled  to  fell  their  Sugar  Three  Shillings  and  Nine  Pence  per  Cent.  lb. 
cheaper  in  foreign  Markets  than  they  could  before. — All  which  Things 
being  conftdered,  it  appears  to  me  very  plain,  that  the  faid  Planters  are 
chargeable  with  the  Lofs  of  the  foreign  European  Sugar-Trade. 

And  the  Commencement  of  that  Lofs  muff  be  dated  at  the  Time  when 
great  Quantities  oi  French,  &c.  Sugars  begun  to  be  fraudulently  imported 
into  the  BritijJo  Sugar-Colonies,  as  all  the  Sugars  re-exported  from  Great 
Britain ,  as  well  as  Part  of  the  Sugar  confumed  in  it,  after  that  Time,  are 
to  be  confidered  as  foreign  Sugars  bought  in  the  Wefi-Indies  with  Britijh 
Money,  for  which  Reafons,  I  fhall  fix  upon  the  Year  1727  for  the  Time 
when  the  faid  Lofs  begun,  and  fhall  carry  it  on  to  the  Year  1756,  as  I 
have  before  done  the  other  Lofles  caufed  by  the  Sugar-Colony  Trade ;  but. I 
fhall  rate  that  Lofs  at  only  One  Hundred  and  Fifty  Thoufand  Pounds  per 
Annum,  as  already  mentioned  in  Page  16  (although  the  fame  may  fairly 
be  reckoned  at  £200,000  a  Year) ;  and  the  former  of  thofe  annual  Sums 
amounteth,  in  Thirty  Years,  to  Four  Millions  Five  Hundred  Thoufand 
Pounds . 


A  General 


A  General  ABSTRACT  of  the  LOSSES  to  Great  Britain  in 
particular,  and  to  the  Britijh  Dominions  in  general,  by  Means 
of  the  Bvitijh  Sugar-Colony  Trade,  in  Thirty  Years  from  1727 
to  1  '"56. 


By  Eaft -India  and  French  Manufactures,  foreign  Sugars ,  &c. 

particularized  in  Page  14 . •  • 

By  French  Sugars  confumed  in  Ireland ,  or  in  the  Britijh 
North  American  Colonies,  mentioned  in  Page  16  .  . 

By  not  Supplying,  as  formerly,  foreign  European  Markets, 
with  20, coo  Hogfheads  of  Britijh  Sugar  yearly  .  . 


2,000,000 


4,500,000 


TheTotal  general  of  thefe  Loffes,  according  to  myCompu-1 

tations,  is  Twelve  Millions  Six  Hundred  and  Ti/ZyThoufand  Jf  1 2,650,000 
Pounds . J 


ExcluSive  of  the  Payment  of  Three  Millions  of  Pounas  for  Poors  Rates , 
more  than  would  have  been  to  pay,  if  no  other  than  Britijh  Manufactures 
had  been  worn  or  uied  in  the  Britijh  Sugar-Colonies  (fee  Page  14)  ■,  and 
befides  the  Lois  of  Employment  for  One  Hundred  Sail  or  Britijh  SHIPS 
and  One  Thou  Sand  Britijh  SEAMEN,  which  would  have  been  employed, 
if  the  foreign  European  Sugar-Trade  had  been  prelerved. 


Happy  it  is  for  the  People  of  England ,  that  their  Golden  Fleece ,  Corn- 
Trade. ,  Linen ,  Silk,  and  Metallic  Manufactures  have  produced  fo  much 
Wealth  as  to  prevent  this  Kingdom  from  being  brought  into  a  galloping 
Confumption  by  the  Britijh  Sugar-Colonies  ;  but  it  is  very  extraordinary 
that  a  Branch  of  Commerce  which  formerly  was,  and  ftill  might  be,  pro¬ 
fitable,  fhould  unhappily  have  been  buffered  to  bring  fuch  amazing  Lofifes 
upon  Great  Britain  in  particular,  and  upon  the  Britijh  Dominions  in 


general. 


For  that  very  Representation  from  the  Commifluoners  for  Trade  and 
Plantations,  which  hath  enabled  me  to  fix  the  principal  Articles  of  Lois 
caufed  by  our  Sugar-Colony  Trade,  within  Thirty  Years  paft,  was  made 
fo  Iona-  ago  as  the  Year  1 735;  and  even  that  Repreientation,  from  the 
then  immediate  Guardians  of  the  Britijh  Commerce  and  Colonies,  contains 
a  Paragraph  which  is  fufficient  to  eftablifh  a  Belief  that  this  Kingdom  then 
was  a  great  Gainer  by  the  laid  Branch  of  1  rade. 


Thofe  Right  Honourable  Gentlemen,  after  faying  that  the  annual  Im¬ 
ports  from  Jamaica  exceeded  the  Britijh  annual  Exports  to  that  I  nan  , 
Three  Hundred  and  Ninety-one  Thoufand,  &c.  Pounds,  were  pleafed  to  ac¬ 
count  for  this  vail  annual  Ballance  in  the  following  Manner. 


“  But 
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tc  But  It  mud  not  be  imagined,  that  this  Excefs  is  a  Debt  upon  Great 
<c  Britain  to  the  Illand  of  Jamaica  *,  a  Part  of  it  mud  be  placed  to  the 
“  Account  of  Negroes  fent  to  the  Spanijb  Weft-Indies  by  our  South-Sea 
“  Company ,  the  Produce  of  which  is  returned  to  England  by  Way  of 
“  Jamaica  \  another  Part  of  the  Debt  due  to  our  African  Traders,  from 
“  the  People  of  Jamaica ,  for  Negroes ,  which  are  purchafed  and  remain 
“  there  for  the  Service  of  the  Ifland  ;  a  Third  Proportion  mud  be  placed 
“  to  the  Account  of  our  Northern  Colonies  on  the  Continent  of  America , 
“  who  dilcharge  Part  of  their  Ballance  with  Great  Britain ,  by  Confign- 
“  ments  from  Jamaica ,  arifmg  from  the  Provifions  and  Lumber  with 
<c  which  they  fupply  that  Ifland,  all  which  will  appear  more  fully  in  the 
“  following  Articles*:  The  remaining  Part  of  the  Excefs,  in  our  Im- 
“  portations  from  this  Colony  [Jamaica].,  is  Profit  made  upon  our  Trade, 
“  whether  immediately  from  Great  Britain ,  or  by  Way  of  Africa-,  and 
“  ladly,  it  is  a  Confideration  of  great  Importance  in  the  general  Trade  of 
“  Great  Britain ,  that  Part  of  the  Sugar  and  other  Merchandize  which  we 
“  bring  from  Jamaica ,  is  re-exported  from  hence,  and  helps  to  make 
“  good  our  Ballance  in  Trade  with  other  Countries  in  Europe Page  6. 

*  The  Three  Articles  referred  to ,  fpecify  the  Names  of  the  Commodities  ex¬ 
ported  from  the  Britifh  North  American  Colonies ,  from  Africa,  and  from  Ire¬ 
land,  /^Jamaica*,  but  as  neither  the  Quantities,  Numbers,  nor  Values  of  the 
Commodities ,  fo  exported ,  are  expreffed  in  the  faid  Articles ,  1  think  it  needle fs 
to  infer t  them. 

As  to  the  annual  Excefs  of  One  Hundred  and  Sixty  Thoufand,  &c.  Pounds 
in  our  Imports  from  Barbadoes ,  and  the  annual  Excefs  of  Five  Hundred 
and  Seventy-two  Thoufand,  &c.  Pounds  in  our  Imports  from  the  Leeward 
IJlands  thofe  Right  Honourable  Gentlemen  were  pleafed  to  account  for 
the  fame  in  the  following  Manner. 

“  There  is  little  or  no  Variation  between  the  Commodities  which  Bar- 
“  badoes  receives  from  Great  Britain ,  Ireland ,  or  our  Northern  Colonies  in 
tc  America ,  and  thofe  which  we  have  already  enumerated  to  your  Lordfhips, 
“  under  the  Title  of  Jamaica  \  and  the  Excefs  of  our  Imports  from  Bar- 
“  badoes  mud  be  accounted  for  in  the  fame  Manner,  by  Money  due  to 
“  Great  Britain  from  our  American  Colonies,  and  for  Slaves  brought  to 
“  Barbadoes  by  our  African  Traders.”  Page  8. 

“  Which  [annual  Excefs  in  our  Imports  from  the  Leeward  IJlands ] 
“  mud  be  accounted  for  in. the  fame  Manner  with  the  Excefs  of  our  Imports 
“  from  Barbadoes  A  Page  io. 

This  is  the  Light  in  which  thofe  Right  Honourable  Gentlemen  were 
pleafed  to  reprefent  the  Britifh  Sugar-Colony  Trade,  for  Four  Years  from 
Chriftmas  1728  to  Chriftmas  173 2  ;  upon  which,  I  fhall  only  fay,  that  I  am 
adonifhed  and  concerned  to  fee  LOSS  miftaken  for  PROFIT,  in  a  Cafe 
of  fuch  vad  Importance  to  the  Trade,  Wealth  and  Naval  Power  of 
GREAT  B  RITA  I N.  Concerning 
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Concerning  the  Ability  of  the  prefent  Britijh  Sugar-Planters  to  fell 
Sugar  at  lower  Prices  than  their  Predeceffors  could  afford  that 
Commodity. 


The  firft  Thing  neceffary  to  be  afcertained  on  this  Head,  is,  the 
common  Price  of  brown  or  Mufcov  ado  Sugar  in  the  Englijh  Sugar-Colonies, 
Seventy  or  Eighty  Years  ago  ;  and  according  to  the  Accounts  given 
thereof,  by  Sir  Dalby  Thomas ,  by  an  Englijh  Merchant,  and  by  an  Advo¬ 
cate  for  the  Sugar-Planters,  who  all  lived  at  the  Time,  that  Price  was  Ten 
■Shillings  Sterling  per  100  Pounds  Weight  of  Sugar. 

The  faid  Merchant  farther  fays,  that  at  Ten  Shillings  per  Hundred  [for 
Sugar  in  the  Englijh  Sugar- Plantations]  and  Jometimes  lower ,  as  fair  Im¬ 
provements  had  been  made,  and  as  good  Eftates  raifed  by  the  Planters  in 
thofe  Plantations,  as  by  any  other  Bufinefs  attempted  in  that  Age;  and 
as  he  doth  not  only  appear  to  have  been  extremely  well  informed  of  the 
then  State  of  our  Sugar-Colony  Trade,  as  a  Profeffion  to  live  by,  but 
like  wife  to  have  been  a  Man  of  great  Candour  and  good  Senfe,  1  do  not 
make  the  leaft"  Doubt  of  the  Truth  of  what  he  hath  reprefented  on  this 


Head. 


More  efpecially,  as  he  hath  not  only  laid  open  a  Number  of  grofs  Miff 
reprefentations  in  a  Pamphlet  called  “  The  Groans  of  the  Plantations, 
printed  in  the  Year  1689,  to  which  Pamphlet,  his  Difcourfe  of  the  Duties 
on  Merchandize,  and  particularly  of  thofe  on  Sugar ,  printed  in  the  Year 
i6qr,  was  an  Anfwer;  but  hath  likewile  been  lb  ingenuous  as  to  publiih 
■one  of  thofe  Things  concerning  the  Britijlo  Sugar-Colonies,  which  are  com¬ 
monly  called  Secrets  in  Trade  ;  and  that  is  more  than  I  can  fay  of  any  other 
Writer  on  this  Branch  of  Commerce,  excepting  Captain  Fayrer  Half 
whofe  Account  of  that  Matter  will  be  mentioned  in  its  proper  Place. 


So  that  there  is  good  Authority  for  faying,  that  the  common  Price  of 
brown  of  Mufcovado  Sugar  in  the  Britijh  Sugar-Colonies  Seventy  or  Eighty 
Years  ago,  was  Ten  Shillings  Sterling  per  100  Pounds  Weight,  and  that 
the  Suo-ar-Planters  could  well  afford  it  at  fuch  Price  ;  the  latter  of  which 
Thin^,  I  believe,  is  ftill  farther  vouched  by  Governor  Codrington’s  Ac¬ 
count  ol  the ^per  Cent.  Duty  in  Barbadoes  and  the  Leeward  IJlancis ,  from 
1  Jan.  1689  to  7  Dec.  1694;  for  I  have  great  Reafon  to  think  that 
Mufcovado  Sugar  is  therfein  faid  to  be  fold  at  only  Nine  Shillings  per  100 
Pounds  Weight. 

I  (hall  therefore  proceed  to  confide^  what  Alterations  there  have  been 
in  thofe  Colonies,  or  in  the  Trade,  &c.  thereof,  which  have  enabled  the 
prefent  Poffeffors  of  the  fame  to  fell  Sugar  at  lower  Prices  than  their  rre- 
deceffors  could  afford  that  Commodity. 


K 


And 
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And  the  firft  Thing  to  be  taken  Notice  of,  is,  a  Decreafe  of  late  Years 
in  the  Number  of  white  People  in  Barbadoes ,  if  not  in  our  other  Sugar- 
Colonies,  to  a  Third  or  Fourth  Part  of  the  Number  that  lived  there.  Se¬ 
venty  or  Eighty  Years  ago,  as  is  already  mentioned  in  Page  20 ;  for  all 
the  white  People  who  lived  in  the  Englijh  Sugar-Colonies  at  that  Time, 
were  undoubtedly  maintained  by  the  Produce  and  Trade  thereof  ;  and  as 
Sugar  could  then  be  well  afforded  at  Ten  Shillings  Ster.  per  100  Pounds 
Weight,  it  certainly  may  be  fold  cheaper  now  the  Number  of  white  People 
is  fo  much  Ids. 

The  Decreafe  in  the  Number  of  Negroes  in  Barbadoes ,  if  not  in  our 
other  Sugar-Colonies,  is  another  Reafon  why  Sugar  fhould  have  been 
cheaper  of  late  Years,  than  formerly.it  was  in  thole  Colonies;  as  greater 
Quantities  of  Sugar  are  now  produced  with  leffer  Numbers  of  Negroes. 

For  according  to  a  Manufcript  Account  of  the  Quantities  of  Sugar  im  ¬ 
ported  from  the  Englijh  Colonies  into  the  Port  of  London, _  in  Five  Years 
from  Lady-Day  168 7  to  Lady-Day  1692,  the  medium  annual  Import  was 
not  more  than  Two  Hundred  and  Forty  Thoufand  Six  Hundred  Ninety-fix 
Cent.  lb.  and  22P  Pounds;  and  if  the  annual  Import  of  Sugar  into  the 
Out-Ports  of  England,  during  thofe  Five  Years,  be  rated  at  the  like 
Quantity,  as  I  have  Realon  to  think  it  fhould  be,  although  contrary  to  a 
general  Rule  in  fuch  Cafes,  the  whole  Importation  will  then  be  only 
Forty  Thoufand  Hogfheads  of  1 2  Cent.  lb.  yearly. 

So  that  confidering  how  much  greater  Numbers  of  white  People,  as 
well  as  of  Negroes ,  there  were  in  the  Ifland  of  Barbadoes,  if  not  in  our  other 
Sugar- Colonies,  about  that  Time,  than  there  have  been  of  late  Years., 
it  is  lurprizing  that  the  Importation  of  Sugar  was  not  greater  ^  for  if  One 
Half  of  the  Forty  Thoufand  Hogfheads,  then  annually  imported  into  England, 
be  allotted  for  the  Produce  of  Barbadoes,  the  remaining  Twenty  Thoufand 
Hogfheads  will  be  only  a  moderate  Proportion  for  Jamaica  and  our  Four 
principal  Leeward  Ifands  ( Antigua ,  St.  Chrijlopher' s,  Nevis ,  and  Teloni- 
f err  at )  -y  and  as  in  theYears  1730,  31,  &c.  the  Eland  of  Barbadoes.  annually 
produced  Twenty-five  Thoufand  Hogfheads  of  Sugar,  by  the  Help  of  a 
much  lefs  Number  of  People  than  lived  there  Seventy  or  Eighty  Year's 
ago,  it  is  very  extraordinary  that  the  yearly  Crop  of  Sugar  in  thofe  Times, 
lhould  be  only  Twenty  Thoufand  Hogfheads.. 

But  Sir  Dalby  Thomas  hath  explained  how  it  came  to  pafs,  that  with 
fo  great  a  Number  of  People  there  was  not  fuch  a  Quantity  of  Sugar  an¬ 
nually  produced  in  the  Englijh  Sugar-Colonies  at  that  Time,  as,  from 
greater  Crops  fince  produced,  one  might  have  expedited  to  hear  of ;  for 
according  to  that  Gentleman’s  Account  of  Sugar-Plantations-,  as  the  fame 
were  then  managed  in  Barbadoes,  the  Sugar-Cane  Lands  in  that  Eland 
were  not  permitted  to  remain  fallow  and  thereby  recover- their  natural  Fer¬ 
tility,  but  were  worn  out  of  Heart  by  inceflant  Culture. 

Whereas,. 
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Whereas,  of  late  Years,  fuch  ill  Fluibandry  hath  not  been  generally 
practifed  in  our  Sugar-Colonies ;  for  Dr.  Douglas ,  who  was  in  thole  Co¬ 
lonies,  fays,  that  the  Sugar-Planters  divide  their  Cane-Lands  into  Thirds, 
one  whereof  is  reaped,  another  is  new  planted,  and  the  third  lies  fallow — 
Douglas’ s  Hiftory  of  America ,  Vol.  I.  Page  118.  So  that  after  repeated 
Cenfures  of  the  New  England  People,  for  that  bad  Huibandry,*  our  Sugar- 
Planters  have  at  laft  had  Recourfe  to  better,  by  leaving  NATURE  to 
reflore,  without  Expence  to  them ,  that  vegetative  Force  which  they  could 
not  lb  well  recover,  by  expenfive  Labour  and  Manure . 

And  one  of  the  Advocates  for  our  Sugar- Planters  hath  carried  good 
Huibandry  fo  far,  upon  Paper ,  as  to  plant  only  Two  Hundred  Acres 
yearly  out  of  One  Thoufand.*,  in  which.  Way  of  reckoning,  Four  Hundred 
of  that  Thoufand  Acres  mu  ft  always  be  fallow  Land,  allowing  Two 
Hundred  Acres  for  Corn,  Failure,  &c.  :  but  that  Paper  Hujbandry  feems 
to  be  intended  for  no  other  Ule  than  to  bring  out  only  a  fnall  Ballance  lor 
the  Sugar-Planter,  as  the  ingenious  Calculator  hath  charged  feveral  round 
Sums  lor  Work,  which  Captain  Fayrer-Hall  fays,  is  performed,  in  the 
Britifh  Sugar-Colonies,  by  Negroes,  who  work  Five  Days  and  a  Half  in 
the  Week  without  Wagesy  and  Flalf  a  Day  to  raife  Food  and  buy  Cloathing 
for  themfelves. 

That  Calculator  hath  like  wife  attributed  to  Nature,  a  greater  Variation 
in  the  Quantity  of  her  Productions,  than  I  believe  the  commonly  makes 
in  the  Crops  of  Sugar  yearly  produced  in  the  Britifto  Sugar-Colonies ;  for 
the  Quantities  of  Sugar  annually  imported  into  Great  Britain  are  a  very 
good  Index  whereby  to  difcover  the  Ebbings  and  Flowings  of  Nature's 
Bounty  to  the  Sugar-Planters  *,  and  as  the  Finger  of  that  Index  hath 
pointed  to  the  round  Number,  Sixty  'Thoufand  Hogfheads ,  for  Twenty  fuc- 
ceffive  Years,  without  any  great  Variation  either  Way,  it  is  a  Sort  of 
Proof,  that  Nature  is  not  fo  irregular  in  her  Produftions  of  Sugar ,  as  to 
vary  them,  in  Five  fucceeding  Years,  fo  widely  as  the  Numbers  50,  20, 
40,  30  and  35  differ  from  each  other. 

Favourable  Inferences  may  however  be  drawn  from  fuch  Calculations, 
when  accompanied  with  frrtooth  and  gentle  Reafoning,  as  that  difpoles 
People  to  take  for  granted  what  they  cannot  difprove  ;  and  the  greater 
Latitude  our  Sugar-Planters  afcribe  to  Nature,  in  this  Refpecl,  the  more 
Room  do  they  make  for  themfelves  •,  fince  it  is  quite  reafonabie  that  They 
who  are  expofed  to  fuch  great  Rifques  by  extremely  variable  Crops,  flrould 
have  adequate  Premiums  of  Infurance,  in  the  Rate  of  their  Profits  \  but  the 
regular  Importation  of  about  Sixty  Thoufand  Floglheads  of  Sugar  annually, 
and  for  Twenty  Tearsy  plainly,  thews,  that  Crops  of  Sugar  are. very  far 
from  being  fo  variable  as  the  faid  Calculator  hath  reprefented, 

.  ■  •  .  And 


And  if*  the  Variations  in  the  Crops  of  Corn  in  England  were  to  be  com¬ 
pared  with  the  Variations  in  the  Crops  of  Sugar  in  the  Britijh  Sugar- 
Colonies,  I  believe  it  would  appear,  that  the  Planters  of  Corn  in  this 
Kingdom  fuffer  more  by  the  Uncertainty  of  Seafons  here,  than  the 
Planters  of  Sugar  in  thofe  Colonies  fuffer  by  the  Uncertainty  of  Seafons 
there ;  for  I  very  much  doubt,  whether  in  any  Two  of  the  'twenty  Years 
lad  pad,  the  annual  Importation  of  Sugar  into  Great  Britain  hath  been  fo 
low  as  Fifty ,  or  fo  high  as  Seventy  Thoufand  Hogdieads ;  and  I  am  per- 
fuaded  that  the  Freeholders  and  Farmers  of  England  have  had  more  and 
greater  Variations  in  their  Crops  of  Cam  and  Hay  within  that  1  ime. 

The  feveral  Things  mentioned  under  this  Head,  (hew,  that  the  prefent 
Britijh  Sugar-Planters  are  not  at  near  fo  much  Expence  as  their  Prede- 
Ceffors  were,  either  for  white  Servants  or  for  Negroes ,  to  produce  the  like 
Quantities  of  Sugar  j  and  if  I  was  to  edimate  the  Saving  in  thefeTwo 
Articles,  conformably  to  the  Decreafes  which  there  have  been  in  the 
Numbers  of  white  People,  and  of  Negroes ,  in  the  Ifland  of  Barbadoes ,  as 

_  _ _ J  *  r> _ _  nm/Minf-  M  -1  XfoA*  Qlim  •  Hilt  Ifh^H 
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Anno  1(590.  Sir  Dalby  'Thomas  rates  the  Cod  of  Fifty  Negroes  at  Ont 
Thoufand  two  Hundred  and  Fifty  Pounds,  which  comes  to  Twenty-five 
Pounds  per  Head. — Hiftorical  Account  of  the  Rife  of  the  Wefi- India  Co¬ 
lonies,  printed  in  the  Year  1690,  Page  18. 

In  the  Year  1698,  the  Trade  to  Africa  was  fo  far  laid  open,  that  any 
Englijh  Subje&s  might  trade  there,  u  pon  paying  a  Duty  of  Ten  per  Cent,  on 
their  Cargoes  outWards  and  inwards  (excepting  on  Negroes ),  towards  the 
Charge  of  maintaining  the  Englijh  Forts,  Garrifons,  &c.  in  Africa  ■,  and 
for  Ten  Years  after,  Negroes  were  laid  to  have  been  fold  in  our  Sugar- 
Colonies,  from  Fourteen  to  Twenty-three  Pounds  per  Head,  by  the  fepa- 
rate  African  Traders. 

But  this  is  denied  by  an  Advocate  for  the  African  Company,  who  fays, 
he  had  feen  Petitions  from  the  then  Inhabitants  of  Barbadoes,  Montferrat , 
and  Nevis ,  to  The  Honourable  Houle  of  Commons,  fetting  forth,  that 
the  faid  Inhabitants  had  not  been  fupplied,  either  by  the  African  Company 
x>r  by  the  feparate  Traders  to  Africa,  with  fufficient  Numbers  of  Negroes-, 
and  more  over  had  been  obliged  to  pay  from  Twenty-five  to  Forty  Pounds 
in  Barba  does,  and  from  Forty  to  Sixty  Pounds  in  Montferrat ,  per  Head  for 
the  Negroes  brought  to  thofe  Hands. — Reflections,  &c.  upon  the  Trade  to 
Africa ,  printed  in  the  Year  1709,  Part  ift,  Pages  14  and  15 

Nearly  the  fame  Account  of  the  then  high  Prices  of  Negroes  in  the 
Britifh  Sugar-Colonies,  was  loon  after  given  by  a  Planter. — Oblervations 
fhewing  the  Danger  of  lofmg  the  Trade  of  the  Sugar-Colonies,  printed  in 
the  Year  1714,  Page  8. 

Anno  1731.  A11  Advocate  for  the  Sugar-Planters,  rates  the  medium 

Price  of  Negroe-Men,  Women,  Boys  and  Girls,  of  late  Years,  at  Twenty-two 
Pounds  Ster.  per  Head. — Detection  of  the  State,  &c.  of  the  Sugar- Planters, 
printed  for  J.  VFilford  in  the  Year  1732,  Page  42. 

Anno  1 744.  Mr.  Afhley  rates  the  Price  of  Negroes  at  Twenty-five  Pounds 
Ster.  per  Head,  as  is  already  mentioned -in  the  State  of  Exports  to  the 
Britijh  Sugar-Colonies and  that,  1  believe,  hath  been  nearly  the  general 
Price  of  Negroes  there,  for  Forty  Years  laft  paft-,  but  the  Accounts  here 
inferted  of  the  former  Prices  of  Negroes ,  do  not  give  Reafon  to  think 
that  our  Sugar-Colonies  were  either  fo  cheaply  or  near  fo  regularly  and  plen¬ 
tifully  fupplied,  in  any  preceding  and  like  Interval  of  1  ime,  although 
Negroes  have  in  lome  Years  been  cheaper  there. 

I  did  intend  to  have  inferted  an  Account  of  the  Prices  of  Negroes  on 
the  Coaft  of  Africa,  at  fuch  Times  as  i  have  found  them  mentioned  by 
the  commercial  Writers  of  this  Kingdom ;  but  I  believe  it  will  be  fuffl- 
cient  to  obferve,  that  the  faid  Prices  were  from  Two  to  Three  Pounds  per 
Head  till  within  the  lad  Sixty  Years,  and  have  flnce  been  railed  to  Six, 

L  Seven, 
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Seven  or  Eight  Pounds  per  Head  :  fo  that  though  our  African  Tradeis 
have  paid  above  Twice  as  much  per  Head  for  Negroes  of  late  Years,  as 
was  paid  when  the  African  Trade  was  carried  on  by  an  exclude  Com¬ 
pany  vet  have  the  Britifh  Colonies  been  fomewhat  cheaper  and  much  more 
plentifully  fupplied  with  Negroes ,  fince  that  Trade  hath  been  laid  open  to 
all  the  fubje&s  of  Great  Britain. 

And  upon  the  whole,  it  appears,  that  the  Britifh  Sugar- Planters  have 
of  la"e  Years  been  fupplied  with  Negroes  at  as  low  Prices,  as  Negroes  were 
fold  in  the  Britifh  Sugar-Colonies  Seventy  or  Eighty  Years  ago,  whicn 
is  all  I  mean  to  (hew  here-,  for  this  Advantage  in  Favour  of  the  prelent 
Su oar-Pianters  is  too  inconfiderable  to  be  brought  to  Account  -,  and  yet, 

I  under  a  Neceffity  of  Eating  the  Matter,  as  they  have  public  y  and 
repeatedly  faid,  that  Negroes  were  formerly  much  cheaper  in  our  Colonies, 
than  Negroes  have  been  of  late. 

As  to  the  Articles  of  Rum  and  Melaffes ,  fcarcely  any  of  the  Former  w  as 
confumed  in  England ,  Forty  Years  ago-,  and  the  Quantities  annua  y 
diftilled  here  of  the  Latter,  have  been  about  Ren  Rimes  as  great  of  late 
Years  as  they  were  in  the  Reign  of  King  William  \  before  which  Reign, 

I  believe  there  were  but  very  fmall  Quantities  of  Melaffes- Spirits  made  in 
this  Kingdom  -,  becaufe  high  Duties  were  not  laid  upon  French  Brandy  in 
England ,  till  after  the  happy  Acceffion  of  that  great  Prince-,  and  it  is  not 
likely  that  many  People  drank  Englifh- made  Melaffes-Spirits  when  they  could 
buy  French  Brandy  at  moderate  Prices ;  nor  doth  the  great  Exportation  of 
Melaffes  from  hence  to  Holland ,  in  the  Year  1669  (fee  Page  24)  give  any 
Reafon  for  thinking  fo, 

Thefe  Fadts  and  Circumftances  being  attended  to,  there  appears  good 
'Reafon  for  faying,  that  the  Planters  who  poffeffed  the  Britifh  Sugar- 
Colonies  Seventy  or  Eighty  Years  ago,  received  but  very  little  Advantage 
from  England,  in  the  Articles  of  Rum  and  Melaffes ,  although  they  then 
fold  and  could  afford  to  fell  their  Sugar  at  Ten  Shillings  per  too  Pounds 
Weight  in  thofe  Colonies-,  but  it  is  at  the  fame  d  i  me  to  be  obferved,  on 
the  other  Hand,  that  neither  the  Britifh  nor  the  French  Sugar-Planters 
did  then  throwaway  their  Melaffes -,  for  what  I  have  inferted  in  Pages  23 
and  24,  concerning  that  Commodity,  fhews,  it  was  a  profitable  Article 
dven  at  that  Time,  though  not  of  fo  much  Value  as  the  Britifh  and  North 
American  Confumption  of  Rum  have  made  Melaffes  to  be  of  late  Years. 

f 

So  that  after  confidering  as  well  the  one  as  the  other  of  thefe  Things 
I  am  induced  to  believe,  that  the  Advantages  which  the  prefent  Britifh 
Sugar-Planters  have  in  the  Articles  of  Rum  and  Melaffes ,  MORE  than 
their  Predecefjors  had  Seventy  or  Eighty  Tears  ago ,  are  not  greater  than  the 
faid  Advantages  have  of  late  Years  been  with  refpedl  to  the  French  Sugar- 
Planters  for  which  Reafon,  I  fhall  in  this  Cafe,  as  I  have  done  in  the 
other,  rate  the  faid  Advantages  at  no  more  than  Fifty  Rhoufand  Pounds  a 

Year*  As 
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As  to  Supplies  of  Beef, ,  Pork ,  and  Butter  from  Ireland ,  thofe  Com¬ 
modities  have  been,  upon  the  Whole,  fomewhat  cheaper  of  late  Years, 
than  the  like  Commodities  were  Seventy  or  Eighty  Years  ago,  according 
to  the  Accounts  given  thereof,  by  Sir  Francis  Brewjler  and  A'/thuy  Dobbs 

gfq. _ for  the  Prices  of  Irijh  Pork  and  Butter  are  confiderably  fallen,  and 

the  Price  of  Irijh  falted  Beef  hath  continued  at  about  Eighteen  Shillings  per 
Barrel. — Brewjler  onTrade,  Page  106,  Sec.— Dobbs  on  theTrade  of  Ireland. 
Part  i ft  Page  19. 

But  it  fee  ms  reafonable,  on  the  other  Hand,  to  think  that  the  Supplies 
of  Provifons,  Lumber ,  Horfes ,  &c.  from  the  Britijb  North- American  Co¬ 
lonies,  have  of  late  Years  been  made  dearer  to  the  Britifh  Sugar-Planters, 
by  the  great  Confumption  of  luch  Commodities  in  the  French  Sugar- 
Colonies ;  and  therefore  I  fhall  not  bring  anything  to  Account  for  the 
preceding  Article,  but  confider  the  prefent  Sugar-Planters  Advantage 
under  that  Head,  as  balanced,  by  the  Difadvantage  to. them  under  this 

Plead. 

I  do  not  know  that  there  hath  been  any  material  Alteration  in  the 
Prices  of  our  Woollen  Manufactures  within  Seventy  or  Eighty  Years  lad 
pad  ;  nor  can  the  Confumption  of  Woollen  Cloathing  be  confiderable  in 
fuch’hot  Climates  as  the  Britifh  Sugar-Colonies  are  fituated':  but  the  pre¬ 
fent  Britifh  Sugar- Planters  are  fupplied  with  Linen  at  cheaper  Rates  than 
their  Predeceffors  could  buy  that  Commodity. 

For  the  vad  Improvements  made  of  late  Years  in  the  Britifh  and  Irijh 
Linen  ManufaCturies ,  have  confiderably  lowered  the  Pi  ices  of  Linen  Cloth, 
&c.  •,  infomuch,  that  foreign  Linens  are  faid  to  be  Twenty  per  Cent,  cheaper 
than*  formerly  ;  and  as  the  Confumption  of  Linen  in  our  Sugar-Colonies 
mud  be  very  great,  in  Proportion , to  the  Number  of  white  People  there,  a 
Fall  of  Twenty  or  even  of  Ten  per  Cent,  in  the  Price  of  that  Commodity,  is 
material  to  them. 

But  as  there  pofiibly  may  be  an  Increafe  in  fome  other  Articles  of  Ex¬ 
pence  to  the  prefent  Sugar-Planters,  which,  do  not  occur  to  nx,  I  fhall  not 
reckon  any  Thing  for  their  Saving  in  the  Article  of  Linen ,  although  it 
probably  amounts  to  Twenty  Thoujand  Pounds  a  Year;  and  as  to  their  in- 
creafed  Charges,  by  paying  higher  Wages  to  their  white  Servants,  I  have 
confidered  that  Matter  in  edimating  the  Sugar-Planters  Savings,  by  not 
employing  fo  many  of  fuch  Servants,  or  of  Negroes ,  and  have  therein 
made  ample  Allowance  for  the  faid  increafed  Charges. 

<  *  . 

An 
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An  ABSTRACT  of  this  comparative  Account  of  the  Advan¬ 
tages  and  Difad  vantages  which  have  arifen  of  late  Years  to  the 
Britijh  Sugar-Planters ;  {hewing  the  Ability  of  thofe  Planters  to 
fell  Sugar  at  confiderably  lower  Prices  than  their  Predeceffors 
could  afford  that  Commodity,  Seventy  or  Eighty  Years  ago. 


ADVANTAGES. 

Annual  Amount. 

1.  By  lelfer  Numbers  of  white  Servants  and  of  Negroes  .  .  £  52,500 

2.  By  being  fupplied  with  Negroes  at  lower  Prices  .  .  .  not  reckoned 

3.  By  felling  Rum  and  Melaffes  at  higher  Prices  ....  50,000 

4.  By  being  cheaper  fupplied,  upon  the  Whole,  with  Beef, 

Pork ,  and  Butter  from  Ireland — applied  to  ballance  6th 

Article  .  . . .  . .  . . 

5.  By  being  cheaper  fupplied  with  Linens,  £20,000  .  not  reckoned 

DISADVANTAGES. 


6.  From  the  increafed  Prices  of  North  American  Provifions, 
Lumber ,  &c. — ballanced  by  4th  Article . 

y.  From  the  increafed  Wages  of  white  Servants  .  j 


allowed  for  in 
ill  Article 


The  Advantages  exceed  the  Difadvantages,  according  to 

this  Account,  per  Annum . .  ,£102,500 

From  hence  I  infer,  that  the  prefent  Britijlo  Sugar-Planters  can  afford  to 
fell  brown  or  Mufcovado  Sugar ,  in  the  Britijh  Sugar-Colonies,  at  Eight 
Shillings  S ter.  -per  ico  Pounds  Weight,  AS  WELL  AS  their  Predeceffors 
could  afford  to  fell  fuch  Sugar  there  at  Ten  Shillings  Ster.  per  100  Pounds 
Weight,  Seventy  or  Eighty  Years  ago*,  for  the  above  Sum  of  One  Hun¬ 
dred  and  two  L\\ox\hx\&  Five  Hundred  Pounds  a  Year,  being  divided  upon 
Seventy-five  Fhoufand  Hogfheads  of  Sugar,  of  1,500  Pounds  nett  Weight 
each,  comes  to  nearly  One  Shilling  Ten  Pence  per  100  lb.  of  Sugar,  and 
the  lead  of  the  Advantages  not  reckoned  in  this  Account  will  more  than 
make  up  the  Deficiency  of  2  d.  per  100  Hr. 

But  it  is  neceffary  to  know  HOW  WELL  the  prefent  Briiifih  Sugar- 
Planters  can  afford  to  fell  their  MufcoVado  Sugar  at  Eight  Sellings  Ster.  per 
100  lb.  in  the  Sugar-Colonies;  and,  upon  this  Occafion,  I  fhall  refer  to 
Mr.  Ajhley' s  own  Account,  in  the  Supplement  to  his  Memoirs,  Page  1 1  ; 
for  according  to  my  State  of  the  Exports  to  and  Imports  from  thofe  Colo¬ 
nies,  100  lb.  of  Mufcovado  Sugar  coils  the  Planter  SIX  Shillings  Sterling; 
but  according  to  Mr.  AJhley’s  Computations,  that  Quantity  of  fuch  Sugar 
Lands  the  Planter  in  only  FIVE  Shillings  Sterling. 

An  ACCOUNT 


[  *  ] 

Calculations  and  Observations  relating  to  an 

Additional  Duty  upon  Sugar. 


Made  to  Supply,  in  feme  Meafure,  the  Want  of  the  Remainder  of  the  annexed  Treatife,  which 
cannot  be  completed  in  lefs  than  a  Fortnight ,  or  thereabout. 

THE  Charges  of  producing  Mufcovado  Sugar  in  the  Britijh  Sugar- Colonies,  iri 
cludino-  the  Maintenance  of  the  Sugar-Planters,  is  6,.  Sterling ;per  too  lb.  and 
the  farther  Charges  thereon,  for  Duties  Freight  Wafte  in  bringing  to  Great  g  ;  q 

Britain ,  &c.  do  all  together  amount,  per  112  lb.  of  Sugar ,  to . -  0  .  I2 . 0 

T°  WhicH  aJd’  & £  cve'r  aid  iboie  die  Malnmmmee  j 

of  their  Families 


o 


And  the  whole  Amount  of  thofe  Charges,  Duties,  and  Profits,  fer  11  nib.  of  ^  ^  q 

W  Which  Sum'of  'One  Pound  'Fifteen  'shillings'^  of  ua V^f^arfpafi- 

the  common  Price  of  brown  or  Mufcovado  Sugar  hath  been  in  igr an  °  Such 

Years  after  producing  their  refpeflive  Crops, T” Thoufand  Hogtheads  of  Sugar  yearly. 
^'^Thls'1!!  ^the^gmatefif  ^^^^^°^^Sj':j^pCaj[d*s^enty-five'ThouAnd^^rejof  for^he  f*ro- 

r&Z7^gT4Xiff  ss 

Sheep ,  &c.;- which  will  give  for  the  whole  Quantity /i  ™  °  „  and  confidering  the  bad 

Barbados ,  and  the  Leeward  IJlands ,  t  hree  un  re  xime  to  recover  their  Fertility,  this 

Hufbandry  of  many  Britijh  Planters  in  not  giving  ^^mrfoTo” 

"Quantity  is  undoubtedly  more  than  they  have  at  any  T mwe  P  V  p<)unds  wd  ht.  or 

'rlowever,  I  Hull  dmde  the  < dear  «m® \S^Jf  ^ZaTsugfr/^o,  three  Hundred  Thou- 
2 'hree  Pounds  Ster .per  Hoglhead  of  12  •  •  J gav;n(y  \s  to  be  computed  upon  Seventy- 

land  Acres  of  Lam W as ^before  appropr.  t ds  thereof  will  be  two  Hundred  and 

five  Thoufand  hogjheads  of  Sugar  ann  y»  Fifteen  Shillings  per  Acre  of  Land. 

‘Twenty-five  Thoufand Founds  a  Year  which  come a  Capacity  of  faving  Fifteen  Shil- 
Whereas,  the  Landholders  of  , EnSland  *! :eJ°  J,at  j  much  queftion  whether  the  cultivated  or  cal¬ 
lings  per  Acre  of  Land  out  of  t  eir  a  n  Fifteen  Shillings  an  Acre  per  Annum ,  upon  a  general 

ployed  Zawfe  in  fi^  are,  or  can  be , >et *  1 F“ ^t^ftLt  the  laid  Lands  are  lett  at  fuch  Rent,  One- 
Average  throughout  the  Kingdom  s  t  y  ,La(  t|ie  Landholders  do  not  receive  more 

Third  Part  thereof  is  paid  either  for  axes  or  p  »  ^  and  if  they  are  fuch  good  Oecono- 

^ »  wil1  then  be  on,y ^  ss 

^1  aL  utterly  at  a  Lofs  to  find  out  any Eftatesf Xntte  Landholder  of  England  can 
fhould  be  permitted  to  make  greater  Profits  y  as  the  vaft  charges  of  prote&ng  and, 

oofiibly  gain  by  the  like  Quantities  of  Lan  ,  P  ,  0f  England:  for  it  the  In¬ 

ferring  thofe  Colonies  are,  or  muftbe,  all  Paid  b{ ^ ^Acre  yearly,  from  this  Kingdom, 
Sums  of  all  the  Britifi  Colonies  were  to  gam  n£  be  fufficient  to  pay 

£  £„1" i5SS£2  l?d„,  »•«.,. p—  ■  s ■  >■ 

rf , ^  Lands,  ts  to  me  a  perfeft  Myftery.  The 


f  i  ] 

The  Predeceflbrs  of  thofe  Planters  had  fome  national  Merit  to  plead  in  their  behalf,  for  they  fofd 
Sugars  at  inch  moderate  Prices  as  enabled  the  Britijh  Merchants  to  vend  about  Twenty  Thoufand  HogC- 
heads  of  Sugar  yearly  inioreign  European  Markets ;  but  the  prefent  Race  of  Planters  are  fo  far  from 
hav-ing  the  lead  national  Merit  of  this  Sort,  that  they  have  caufedthe  Lofs  of  the  faid  profitable  Trade , 
together  with  fever al  Millions  of  Britijh  Wealth ,  and  have  obliged  the  People  of  England  to  pay  molt 
exorbitant  Prices  for  Sugar.  >  L . 

The  Britijh  Sugar- Colonies  contain'  Land  enough  to  fupply  all  Europe  with  Sugar ,  and  the  Ac¬ 
count  which  I  have  dated  of  the  Advantages  and  Difadvantages  of  the  Britijh  and  French  Suo-ar- 
Planters  with  refpeCt  to  each  other,  -fhews,  that  in  Time  of  Peace  the  Former  were  in  a  Capacity  of 
flip  plying  other. Nations  with  Sugar,  confiderably  cheaper  than  the  Latter  can  afford  it;  -  but  inftead  of 
recovering  the  foreign  European  Sugar-Trade  from  the  French ,  and  of  thereby  increafing  the  Wealth' 
and  Naval  Power  of  their  Mother-Country  to  which  they  owe  all  their  Riches ,  our  Sugar-Planters  have 
mod:  ungratefully  abufed  the  Protection  granted  to  them  by  the  Legidature,  and  by  their  Exorbitance 
have  amaffed  vaft  Fortunes  at  the  Expence  of  their  Fellow-SubjeCts. 

So  that  confidering  what  a  valuable  Addition  the  Britijh  Sugar-Planters  might  have  made  to  the 
Wealth  and  Naval  Power  of  Great  Britain ,  and  how  greatly  they  have  diminifhed  both,  for  their  own 
private  and  exorbitant  Lucre,  I  do  not  fee  how  the  faid  Planters  can  expeCt  to  be  allowed  fo  much 
Profit  per  Acre  of  their  Lands ,  as  the  Landholders  of  England  receive  for  their  Edates ;  but  in  Cafe 
an  Additional  Duty  of  Twelve  Shillings  per  112  Pounds  fhould  be  laid  on  Mufcovado  Sugar  (and  pro- 
portionably  higher  Duties  on  redned  Sugars )  imported  into  this  Kingdom,  and  the  Britijh  Stmr- 
Planters  fhould  raife  their  Mujcovado  Sugar 'to  35  Y  per '112  lb.  I  mod  humbly  propofe,  thatW 
Importation  of  foreign  Sugars  in  Britijh  S hips  fhould  be  permitted,  upon  paying  the  like  Duties. 

The  fame  Sort  of  Bounds  have  wifejy  been  fet  to  the  Profits  of  the  Britijh  and  Irijh  Linen  Manu¬ 
facturers,  as  alfo  to  the  Profits  of  th t  Britijh  filk  Manufacturers;  although  the  Number  of  Britifh 
Subjects  thereby  fupported  do  undoubtedly  amount  to  Two  Millions  ;  and  to  thofe  wife  Bounds  this 
Kingdom  is  indebted  for  the  profperous,  vadly  increafed,  and  dill  increafing  State  of  the  faid  Manu¬ 
factures  ;  for  the  Perfons  therein  concerned  knew  very  well  that  if  they  attempted  to  raife  either  their 
Linens  or  Silks  to  exorbitant  Prices,  the  People  of  this  Nation  would  buy  Dutch  Linens  or  Italian  Silks 
and  for  that,  or  other  Reafons,  the  faid  Perfons  have  contented  themfelves  with  fuch  moderate  Profits,, 
as  have  enabled  our  Merchants  to  vend  great  Quantities  of  Britijh  Linens  and  Silks  yearly  in  foreign  and 
open  Markets. 

But  contrary  Meafures  have  unhappily  been  purfued  in  regard  to  the  Britijh  Sugar- Planters,  altho* 
from  the  Smallnefs  of  their  Number  an  Alteration  in  this  refpeCt  might  long  ago  have  been  expeCted  ; 
and  that  Contrariety  of  Meafures  hath  produced  diametrically  oppofite  EffeCts,  to  the  great  Detriment 
of  the  People  of  England-,  for  by  that  Means  this  Kingdom  hath  not  only  loft  the  foreign  European 
Sugar- Trade  and  Employment  for  100  Ships  and  1000  Britijh  Seamen,  but  many  Millions  of  Wealth 
alfo  ;  and  as  the  faid  W ealth  and  Naval  Advantages  have  been  chiefly  gained  by  our  inveterate  Enemies 
tiie  French ,  thofe  Lofles  have  been  thereby  doubled  to  England . 


f  F  - 

The  Amount  of  the  propofed  additional  Duty  upon  Sugar , 

The  annual  Confumption  of  Sugar  in  Great  Britain  only,  is  full  Sixty  Thoufand  Hogfheads  of  12 
Cent.  lb.  each;  and  an  additional  Duty  of  Twelve  Shillings  per  1 1 2  Pounds  on  Mujcovado  Surar  (and 
proportion  ably  higher  Duties  on  refined  Sugars )  will  amount,  for  60,000  fuch  Hogfheads  to  Four 
Hundred  and  Thirty-two  Thoufand  Pounds  a  Year. 


So  that  near  Twelve  Millions  of  Pounds  may  be  raifed  upon  fuch  an  additional  Duty 
Without  making  Sugar  dearer  in  Great  Britain  than  it  hath  been  of  late  Years ; 

Without  diftrefling  the  Britijh  Sugar-Planters,  or  prejudicing  any  other  Clafs  of  Britijh  Subjefts  t 
Without  breaking  anyTreatyof  Commerce,  or  givingUmbrage  to  any  State  in  Amity  with  this  Kingdom  • 
Without  creating  a  new  Sett  of  Commiflioners  and  Revenue-Officers,  to  manage  the  Duty ;  * 

And  with  a  Certainty  of  increafing, 

The  TRADE,  WEALTH  and  NAVAL  POW&R  of  GREAT  BRITAIN. 
All  which  is  moft  humbly  fubmitted  to  THE  HONOURABLE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS 


Westminster,  7*  MAS S  IE.' 

.  20  th  January,  1759.  > 

Memorandum,  The  Sugar-Planters  Calculations  concerning  their  Taxes,  Stock ,  and  Profits ,  will  be 

explained. 


THE  FOLLOWING 


T  R  A  C  T  S 


WERE  WRITTEN 


By  J.  M  A  S  S  I  E. 


N  Efifay  on  the  Governing  Caufes  of  the  Natural  Rate  of  Interest  ; 
wherein  the  Sentiments  of  Sir  William  Petty  and  Mr.  Lccke ,  on 


that  Head,  are  confidered.  Price  ii. — Out  of  Print. 

2.  Obfervations  upon  Mr.  Fauquier's  Essay  on  Ways  and  Means  for  railing 
Money  to  fupport  the  prefent  War  without  increafing  the  Public 
Debts.  To  which  is  added.  An  Account  of  feveral  National  Advan¬ 
tages  derived  from  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  of  the  prefent  Age  living  in 
London  a  greater  Part  of  theYear  than  their  Anceftors  ufed  to  do.  Price  is. 

3.  Calculations  of  the  Taxes  paid  by  a  Family  of  each  Rank ,  Degree  or 
Clafs,  for  One  Year. '  Price  is. — Out  of  Print. 

4.  A  Letter  to  Bourchier  Cleeve ,  Efq;  concerning  his  Calculations  of 
Taxes.  Price  is. 

5.  The  Proposal,  commonly  called  Sir  Matthew  Decker's  Scheme,  for 
one  General  Tax  upon  Houfes,  laid  open  ;  and  Ihewed  to  be  a  deep  con¬ 
certed  Projed  to  traduce  theWifdom  of  theLegidature  •,  difquiet  the  Minds 
of  the  People  ;  and  ruin  the  Trade  and  Manufaduries  of  Great  Britain. 
Mod  humbly  fubmitted  to  the  Confideration  of  Parliament.  Price  is.  6d. 

6.  Confiderations  on  the  Leather  Trade  of  Great  Britain.  Containing, 
an  Account  of  the  Lojfes  which  the  Landed  as  well  as  Trading  Interests 
fuffer  by  the  Exportation  of  unmanufadured  Britifh  Leather.  And  an 
Elfimate  of  the  Profits  which  would  arife  to  the  Nobility ,  Gentry ,  Free¬ 
holders ,  Farmers ,  and  Grazier s,  of  this  Kingdom,  if  the  Exportation  of 
fuch  Leather  was  prohibited.  The  Whole  being  founded  upon  the  former 
Policy  of  England  in  regard  to  Leather ,  as  is  Ihewn  by  Extrads  from  fe¬ 
veral  Laws ;  and  dated  in  fo  plain  a  Manner,  that  Freeholders ,  Farmers , 
&c.  who  are  deeply  intereded  in  this  Branch  of  Trade,  will  be  able  to 
find  out,  whether  what  is  faid  concerning  it,  be  true  or  falfe.  Price  is. 

7.  Ways  and  Means  for  Raifing  the  Extraordinary  Supplies  to  carry  on  the 
War  for  Seven  Years,  if  it  fliould  continue  fo  long;  without  doing 
any  Prejudice  to  the  Mamifatturies  p r  Trade  of  GREAT  BRITAIN : 
Alfoan  Account  of  the  ancient  and  prefent  St  ates  of  the  mod  confiderabie 
Branches  of  Manufattury  and  T rade  belonging  to  thefe  Kingdoms.  Extraded 
from  the  Commercial  Writings  of  various  Authors,  and  digeded  in 
Order  of  Time.  Part  I.  Price  is.  6d. 

“  This  Treatife  'is  written  as  well  to  Ihew,  that  the  Trade  and  Manu- 
“  f attunes  of  Great  Britain  are  upon  the  Incjeafe,  as  that  the  Extraordi- 
“  nary  Supplies  for  Seven  Years  War  may  be  Raifed  without  doing  any 
Prejudice  to  that  Trade,  or  to  thofe  Manufaduries ;  and  with  an  In- 


“  tendon 


r  *  j 

An  A  ltd  fome  national  Merit  to  plead  in  their  behalf,  for  they  fold 
tagesd  the  Britijh  Merchants  to  vend  about  'Twenty  Thoufand  Hogft 
Britm  Markets  ;  but  the  prefent  Race  of  Planters  are  fo  far  from 
fell  (prt,  that  they  have  caufedthe  Lofs  of  the  faid  ■profitable  Trade , 
coul JVealth,  and  have  obliged  the  People  of  England  to  pay  moft 


Land  enough  to  fupply  all  Europe  with  Sugar ,  and  the  Ac- 
ivantages  and  Diladvantages  of  the  Britiffo  and  French  Sugar- 
t,  i;ws,  that  in  Time  of  Peace  the  Former  were  in  a  Capacity  of 
l '  unfiderably  cheaper  than  the  Latter  can  afford  it ;  *  but  inftead  of 
2‘  p  Trade  from  the  French,  and  of  thereby  increafing  the  Wealth 
Bv  lJtry  to  which  they  owe  all  their  Riches.,  our  Sugar-Planters  have 
4*  granted  to  them  by  the  Legiflature,  and  by  their  Exorbitance 
a  rti(enee  of  their  Fellow-Subjerts. 

g  pie  Addition  the  Britijh  Sugar-Planters  might  have  made  to  the 
^  ijn,  and  how  greatly  they  have  diminifhed  both ,  for  their  owa 
>t  fee  how  the  faid  Planters  can  expert  to  be  allowed  fo  much 
Landholders  of  England  receive  for  their  Eftates  j  but  in  Cafe' 
6.  Frogs  per  1 1 2  Pounds  fhould  be  laid  on  Mufcovado  Sugar  (and  pro- 
LumiSugars)  imported  into  this  Kingdom,  and  the  Britijh  Sugar- 
Sugar  to  '3  5  ’s',  per '112  lb.  1  moft  humbly  propofe,  that  the 
tr01;  Ships  fhould  be  permitted,  upon  paying  the  like  Duties. 

ly  been  fet  to  the  Profits  of  the  Britijh  and  Irijh  Linen  Manu- 
A Britijh  filk  Manufacturers;  although  the  Number  of  Britifh 


y 


The 


.  iSntiJD  line  manuiauiuicib ,  duuuugu 

™is  amount  to  Two  Millions  ;  and  to  thofe  wife  Bounds  this 
Frop  vaftly  increafed,  and  ftili  increafing  State  of  the  faid  Manu- 

fell  brorixt&  knevv  ver7  wed  that  thef  attemPted  t0  raife  either  their 
Shilling  Pe0PIe  dds  Nation  would  buy  Dutch  Linens  or  Italian  Silks ; 

could  j  Perfons  have  contented  themfelves  with  fuch  moderate  Profits,- 

Wei  ah  great  Quantities  of  Britijh  Linens  and  Silks  yearly  in  foreign  and 

Seventy^  been  purfued  in  regard  to  the  Britifh  Sugar-Planters,  altho* 
each  d1  Alteration  in  this  refpert  might  long  ago  have  been  experted  j 
the  leai>roduced  diametrically  oppofite  Efferts,  to  the  great  Detriment; 
make  Means  this  Kingdom  hath  not  only  loft  the  foreign  European 
io  Ships  and  1000  Britifh.  Seamen ,  but  many  Millions  of  Wealth 
But1  Advantages  have  been  chiefly  gained  by  our  inveterate  Enemies 
Planteifeby  doubled  to  England. 

100  lb 

Mr.  yj  n 

for  acoe  propofed  additional  Duty  upon  Sugar, 


but  ac<a  Great  Britain  only,  is  full  Sixty  Thoufand  Hogfheads  of  12 
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1.  A  N  Elfay  on  the  Governing  Caufes  of  the  Natural  Rate  of  Interest  ; 

wherein  the  Sentiments  of  Sir  William  Petty  and  Mr.  Locke ,  on 
that  Head,  are  confidered.  Price  is. — Out  of  Print. 

2.  Obfervations  upon  Mr.  Fauquier's,  Essay  on  Ways  and  Means  for  raifing 
Money  to  fupport  the  prefent  War  without  increafing  the  Public 
Debts.  To  which  is  added.  An  Account  of  feveral  National  Advan¬ 
tages  derived  from  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  of  the  prefent  Age  living  in 
London  a  greater  Part  of  theYear  than  their  Anceftors  ufed  to  do.  Price  i s. 

3.  Calculations  of  the  Taxes  paid  by  a  Family  of  each  Rank ,  Degree  or 
Clafs,  for  One  Year.  Price  1  s. — Out  of  Print. 

4.  A  Letter  to  Bourchier  Cleeve ,  Efq;  concerning  his  Calculations  of 
Taxes.  Price  is. 

5.  The  Proposal,  commonly  called  Sir  Matthew  Decker's  Scheme,  for 
one  General  Tax  upon  Houfes,  laid  open  ;  and  fhewed  to  be  a  deep  con¬ 
certed  Projedt  to  traduce  theWifdom  of  theLegiflature  •,  difquiet  the  Minds 
of  the  People ;  and  ruin  the  Trade  and  Manufafturies  of  Great  Britain. 
Moil  humbly  fubmitted  to  the  Confideration  of  Parliament.  Price  ij.  6  d. 

6.  Confiderations  on  the  Leather  Trade  of  Great  Britain.  Containing, 
an  Account  of  the  Lojfes  which  the  Landed  as  well  as  Trading  Interests 
fuffer  by  the  Exportation  of  unmanufactured  Britifio  Leather.  And  an 
Eftimate  of  the  Profits  which  would  arife  to  the  Nobility ,  G entry ,  Free¬ 
holders ,  Farmers ,  and  Graziers ,  of  this  Kingdom,  if  the  Exportation  of 
fuch  Leather  was  prohibited.  The  Whole  being  founded  upon  the  former 
Policy  of  England  in  regard  to  Leather ,  as  is  fhewn  by  Extra&s  from  fe¬ 
veral  Laws ;  and  ftated  in  fo  plain  a  Manner,  that  Freeholders,  Farmers , 
&c.  who  are  deeply  interefted  in  this  Branch  of  Trade,  will  be  able  to 
find  out,  whether  what  is  Paid  concerning  it,  be  true  or  falfe.  Price  is. 

7.  Ways  and  Means  for  Raifing  the  Extraordinary  Supplies  to  carry  on  the 
War  for  Seven  Years,  if  it  Ihould  continue  fo  long;  without  doing 
any  Prejudice  to  the  ManufaRuries  or  Trade  of  GREAT  B RITAIN : 
Alfoan  Account  of  th  t  ancient  and  prefent  States  of  the  moll  confiderable 
Branches  of  Manuf atlury  and  Trade  belonging  to  thefe  Kingdoms.  Extracted 
from  the  Commercial  Writings  of  various  Authors,  and  digefted  in 
Order  of  Time.  Part  I.  Price  is.  6d. 

“  This  Treatife  'is  written  as  well  to  fhew,  that  the  Trade  and  Manu- 
“  facluries  of  Great  Britain  are  upon  the  Increafe,  as  that  the  Extraordi- 
“  nary  Supplies  for  Seven  Years  War  may  be  Raifed  without  doing  any 
“  Prejudice  to  that.Trade,  or  to  thofe  Manufa&uries ;  and  with  an  In- 

<{  tendon 
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tention  to  remove  a  great  deal  of  ill-grounded  Uneaiinefs,  concernm  g 
our  Trade,  and  Ability  to  maintain  War,  which  it  is  apprehended  hath 
been  raifed  in  the  Minds  of  many  worthy  Perfons,  by  fome  late 
Writers  upon  the  Trade  and  Taxes  of  this  Kingdom.— The  Second 
Part  will  contain  the  Remainder  of  the  Account  of  our  principal 
Branches  of  Trade  and  Manufactories  t  as  alfo  a  Table  for  a  fit  ding  the 
•  “  propofed  Tax,  and  many  other  Matters  relative  thereto.— The  Price 
of  it  will  not  exceed  i s.  -6d. 

8:*A  Propofal  for  making  a  Saving  to  the  Public  of  many  Thoufand 
Pounds  a  Year  in  the  Charge  of  Maintaining  His  Majesty’s  Marine 
Forces ,  and  for  the  better  Regulation  of  Them.  To  which  are  annexed, 
Bight  Half-Sheet  Tables,  containing,  Diftributions  of  Marine-Pay  in  all 
its* Branches  ;  Accounts  of  the  Charge  of  Maintaining  Marine  Forces , 

according  to  the  different  Effabhfhments  in  the  IaftWar  ;  and  an  Esta¬ 
blishment,  moft  humbly  propofed  for  His  Majesty’s  Marine  Forces , 
with  Obfervations  and  Explanations  relative  thereto.  Moil  humbly 
fubmitted  to  the  Confideration  of  Parliament.  Price  is.  6  d. 
c.  Reafons  humbly  offered  againft  laying  any  farther  Britijh  Duties  on 
’  Wrought  Silks  of  the  Manufacture  of  Italy ,  the' Kingdom  of  Naples 
.  and  Sicily ,  or  Holland:  Shewing  the  probable  ill  Confluences  of  fuch  a 
Mealu re  in  regard  to  the  Landed  Intereff, 'WoollenManufadturies,  SiiKMa- 
nufafturies,  Fifhenes,  Wealth,  and  Naval  Power  of  Great  Britain.  Pr.  6d . 
io.  FaCts  which  fhew  the  Neceffity  of  Eftablifhing  a  Regular  Method  for 
the  punctual,  frequent,  and  certain  Payment  of  Seamen  Employed  in 
the  Royal  Navy  •,  to  which  are  prefixed,  Obfervations  concerning  the 
Tax  upon  Houses  and  Windows,  &c.  Price  6d . 

A  Plan  for  the  Eftablifhment  of  Charity-Houses  lot  Expo  fed  ox 
Deferted  JV omen  and  Girls ,  ana  tor  P  ini  tent  Proftitules.  Observations^ 
concerning  the  Foundling-Hospital,  Ihewing  the  ill  Confequences  of 
oivincr  Public  Support  thereto. — Considerations  relating  to  the  Poor 
and  Poor’s-Laws  of  ENGLAND  wherein  the  great  Increafes  of  Un¬ 
employed  Poor ,  and  of  Thieves  and  Proftitules ,  are  fhewn  to  be  imme¬ 
diately  owing  to  the  Severity ,  as  well  as  the  Delects  of  our  Poor’s-Laws  j 
rind  to  be  primarily  caufe.i  by  the  Monopolizing  of  Farms ,  and  the  In¬ 
ch  fare  ox  Common  Lands-,  which  have  iikewife  decreafed  the  Number  of 
People,  and  brought  our  Woollen  Manufactories  into  a  precarious 
State ,  as  is  made  appear  by  ExtraCls  from  ieveral  Laws  and  othei  Au¬ 
thorities.— Alfo  A  New  System  of  Policy,  moft  humbly  propofed, 
for  Relieving,  Employing ,  and  Ordering  the  Poor  of  ENGLAND  ; 
Whereby  a  great  Saving  ma$  be  made  in  the  Charge  of  Maintaining 
Them-  the  Pob'R’s-RATES  be  'kept  nearly'  Equal  in  all  Parilhes,  as  in 
Fqjity  they  ought  to  bed  and  every  Pretence  for  wandering  about 
Begging,  be  taken  away.  1  o  which  are  annexed,  Forms  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Accounts  necefiary  to  be  kept  forjthofe  Purpofes,  whereby  Rich 
Perfons  as  are  not  converfarrt  in  Accounting  will  eafily  be  able  to  compre¬ 
hend  aR  that  is  here  proposed  on  that  Head.  Price  3 s. 
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